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this issue:

A Message 
From The Editor ...

T here’s plenty for all to look 
forward to in 2010, not least 

the celebrations for Cadet150 where 
the spotlight will be on all the Cadet 
Forces.

The New Year has brought the 
welcome news of national honours 
for Flt Lt Leslie McCammont MBE 
from Glasgow and West Scotland 
Wing, recognised for his unstinting 
support of the ACO, and for Sir 
Michael Marshall, chairman of 104 
(City of Cambridge) Sqn and a long-
time supporter of the ACO.

We also take the opportunity to look 
back at the award-winning headline-
makers of 2009 and salute our 
prize-winning photographers who 
captured the spirit of the ACO.

Elsewhere in the magazine, we 
highlight Kent Wing’s challenging 
expedition to Nepal and raise the 
profile of a new shooting discipline, 
Sporter Air Rifle.

Have a great year and don’t forget to 
tell us about it.

Carol McCombe 
Editor, AIR CADET
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M ove over the Oscars!  Following a 
year of hard work, writing articles, 

filming and meeting pressing deadlines - it 
is finally time to recognise the ACO staff 
in the prestigious MACAs – the Media and 
Communication Awards.

With 12 trophies up for grabs and so many 
excellent nominations to choose from it 
has been harder than ever to determine a 
winner within each category. But after much 
deliberation the winners – and the nominees - 
of the 2009 MACAs are announced below.

Commandant Air Cadets, Air Cdre Ian Stewart 
said: “I am very proud to see so much excellent 
work has been done to raise the profile of the 
cadets and the light blue this year. There is 
no doubt that this is key to our engagement 
strategy and has showcased some of the 

finest work undertaken by our cadets 
and staff over the last 12 months. 
Congratulations to each winner but 
also to all of the nominees for their 
sterling efforts.”

Head of Media & Communications for 
the ACO, Denise Parker Housby said: “I 
am overwhelmed with the enthusiasm 
of the ACO’s MC team but also of 
others at each squadron who quietly 
go about their business engaging 
with the media on a weekly basis and 
getting our stories in the news. Their 
work often goes unheralded so thank 
you to each and every one of them for 
taking the time to shout the successes 
of the Air Cadets from the rooftops.”

The nominations and winners are:

Making the News - 

BEST NEWS  
BROADCAST

Nominees

65th D-day Normandy veterans and cadets – 
International coverage saw air cadets  
featured across the world – Flying  
Officer Ben Wilkinson & Flt Lt Philip Jones.

Sally Cluley – The cadet made more waves 
internationally after achieving her PPL at just 16 
years old – Central & East Region.

Pudsey the Bear goes flying –  
The famous bear went flying with North Region. 

ITV – Band & Drill Competition winners – 93 (City 
of Bath) Sqn on ITV’s Regional news after they won 
thefull band award at the 2008 competition.

Winner

65th D-day Normandy Veterans and Cadets - Flying 
Officer Ben Wilkinson and Flt Lt Philip Jones – For 
their involvement in publicizing this historic event. 

As well as various national and international 
broadcasts with world leaders there was also written 
coverage in AIR CADET Magazine & website. 

Their efforts in a foreign country where the 
organizational agenda for the event changed minute 
by minute were outstanding and resulted in a whole 
day’s worth of 
television coverage 
putting the light 
blue at the forefront 
whilst also ensuring 
that the other Cadet 
Forces, without PR 
support, received 
excellent coverage.

BEST WEBSITE 

Nominees 

LaSER - http://www.laseratc.org/

North Region - http://www.aircadetsnorth.org/

ThamesValley Wing – http://www.aircadets.tv/

Middlesex Wing - http://www.middlesexaircadets.
org/

Winner

Thames Valley Wing – Thames Valley web team, 
including Sqn Ldr Nick Foy & CI Mark Gray – For the 
creation and day-to-day running of their website 
http://www.aircadets.tv/. 

The site which is based on the current RAF 
template is extremely graphic, factual and features 
a host of multimedia in the ‘downloads’ section. 
It has a corporate style and functionality and 
navigation is first rate.

 
MIKE CROSS TROPHY - BEST REGION 

Nominees 

London and South East Region (LaSER) – Led by 
RMCO Sqn Ldr Caroline Gourri. 

North Region – Led by RMCO Sqn Ldr Mike 
Wadsworth. 

Central & East Region – Led by RMCO Sqn Ldr Alan 
Wiggins.

Winner 

North Region – Led by Sqn Ldr Mike 
Wadsworth. Following a year of superb 
media output and ongoing projects the 
Mike Cross Trophy goes to the determined 
North Region team. 

Sqn Ldr Wadsworth and his media staff just 
snatched the trophy away from second 
placed LaSER, led by relative newcomer 
Sqn Ldr Caroline Gourri, who only took on 
the role of RMCO in the last year. A special 
mention must also go to last year’s winners 
Central & East Region who were edged into 
third place after taking the trophy in 2008. 

North Region win the award on the back of 
a whole range of media activity. From their 
exclusive interview with Chief of the Air 
Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton, 
to the introduction of the ACE Platform at 
various media events and the introduction 
of Facebook groups, the Region’s output has 
been consistent and reliable. Sqn Ldr Mike 
Wadsworth has been the catalyst behind 
much of the work, with appearances at 
events from RIAT 2009 to Cancer Research 
events making him surely one of the busiest 
members of the National Media group. 

After setting the 
standard in 2009 it is 
now up to the other 
five regions to make 
sure that they put 
pressure on North 
Region in 2010. 

BEST PROJECT

Nominees

Air Cadet Engagement Platform - North Region. 

Project YOU – London & South East Region. 

Social Networking (Facebook groups) – Civilian 
Instructor Adam Lynch, East Cheshire & South 
Manchester.

The rise of Bournemouth Airshow – South West 
Region. 

Winner 

Civilian Instructor Adam Lynch – For the creation 
of the massively popular AIR CADET and ATC 
Facebook pages. 

With just over 10,000 fans between the two groups, 
CI Lynch has attracted thousands of cadets and 
volunteers to debate, share images and articles on 
an already popular platform. If you aren’t a fan of 
theses groups yet, you’re missing out! 

Visit both pages at - http://www.facebook.com/
airtrainingcorps and http://www.facebook.com/
aircadets (Facebook account required).

BEST CCF ARTICLE/MEDIA INPUT 

Winner 

Jersey School CCF – A re-enactment event of 
live on the frontline in World War One provided 
the focus for superb television, radio and press 
coverage. Jersey School CCF with historians 
Howard Baker and Peter Tabb did a fantastic job 
of raising the profile of the CCF (RAF) in Jersey 
and beyond. The feature written for AIR CADET 
painted a powerful picture of war in 1914-19…
and the images captured to illustrate the article 
were poignant and reflective. 

THE MACAS 2009

BEST NEWS ARTICLE 

Nominees

Burger Boy Lifesaver Cadet Sgt Robert Allan – 
Written by Flt Lt Paul Hincks, Warwickshire & 
Birmingham Wing.

TV star opens new exhibition – Written by S/L 
Mike Wadsworth, North Region.

Kent Triplets at airshow – Written by Flt Lt Philip 
Jones, Corps Photographer South. 

Inspirational Woman of the Year Silvie Silver – 
Written by The Daily Mail. Handled  
by London Wing.

Sally Cluley Youngest PPL in UK –  
Handled by C & E Region. 

Winner

Flt Lt Paul Hincks – For his fantastic article on 
Cadet Sgt Robert Allan, who saved the life of an 
elderly lady whilst on his lunch break from raising 
money for the RAFA Wings Appeal. The article was 
featured in provincial press, AIR CADET Magazine & 
website, as well as the RAF site. It was well written 
and despite being on such a serious matter, also 
focused on the humorous aspect of Robert’s lunch 

being swept away 
during his call of 
duty. 

Since his heroic act 
Cdt Sgt Allan has 
received a St John 
Ambulance Young 
First Aider of the 
year 2009 Award 
and had the beef 
burger that he lost 
replaced by his 
proud squadron!

BEST RECRUITMENT 
CAMPAIGN 

Nominees 

London Wing – Flt Lt Pete Gourri. 

North Region – Sqn Ldr Mike 
Wadsworth. 

966 (Wallingford) Sqn.

2484 (Bassingbourn) Sqn – Sqn Ldr 
Tony Kelly.

Winner 

Sqn Ldr Mike Wadsworth - North 
Region - For the second year running 
North Region has increased its 

recruitment figures by launching 
and continuing with a number of 
initiatives. This includes the “The 
Sky’s the Limit” brochure, ACE 
Platform, North Region website and 
various newsletters.

BEST NEWS FEATURE

Nominees 

Ten Tors – Written by Sqn Ldr John Nicholson, South 

West Region. 

CCF Past Lessons – Written by Jersey School CCF with 

Peter Tabb and Howard Baker. 

D-day Normandy veterans. Written by Flying Officer 

Ben Wilkinson (Herts & Bucks) & Flt Lt Philip Jones. 

Call of the Wild – Written by Sqn Ldr Gosden, L&SE 

Region.

Flying for Life – Written by The Rev Christopher Miles, 

L&SE Region.

Winner

Sqn Ldr Jerry Gosden – For his feature ‘Call of the 

Wild’. Once again this work was published in AIR 

CADET Magazine and was accompanied by wonderful 

photography. 

FELLOWSHIP AWARD

Winner

The 2009 winner of the Fellowship award is Flt Lt 

Margaret Bell – Beds and Cambs Wing – Central and 

East Region. Despite competition from numerous 

other candidates, Flt Lt Bell, also known as ‘Maggie’, 

has picked-up the ultimate MACA for her sheer 

consistency and determination since she joined the 

National Media & Communications team. 

Her articles are submitted on an almost daily basis 

and circulated to a whole range of media contacts. 

It is a testament to her hard work that Flt Lt Bell 

has built-up a great rapport with her local media 

and will often take the time to circulate articles 

for her squadron MCOs. Flt Lt Bell constantly 

applies herself to the task in hand and has rarely 

missed a big ATC event or National Media and 

Communications function. 

Amazingly this has all been achieved while still 

running 22 (Sandy) Sqn, Beds & Cambs Wing, a 

role which was only recently relinquished after a 

number of fantastic years as Commanding Officer. 

Air Cdre Stewart praised Flt Lt Bell’s input and the 

effect that it had had on the National MC Group. 

He said: “Margaret Bell is a legend in PR circles 

and sets the marker very high indeed when it 

comes to consistency and output. She is almost 

an institution within the ACO MC Team and her 

experience and professionalism are unparalleled. 

She is a very deserving winner indeed and I am 

delighted that she is now an ACO Media & Comms 

Fellow.”

BEST SqN MEDIA & COMMS OFFICER 

Nominees 

Flt Lt Michael Edney – 864 (Watton) Sqn. 

Civilian Instructor Dr Peter Isherwood – 2168 

(Yeadon) Sqn

Civilian Instructor Gemma Brown - 2484 
(Bassingbourn) Sqn.

Flt Lt Gary Richardson – 2344 (Longbenton) Sqn.

Winner 

Flt Lt Gary Richardson – A successful 12 months 

have seen Flt Lt Richardson submit high-quality 

articles whilst running a thriving squadron. 
Despite strong competition from other 
successful squadron MCOs, Flt Lt Richardson is 

thoroughly deserving of his award. 

NEW - THE 
HOPE TROPHY 

Winner

Flt Lt Lisa Claber 
– Wales & West 
Region – In the face of adversity Flt Lt Lisa Claber 
has been priceless to the Media & Communications 
Branch at HQAC. 

Her overall profession experience, strong work 
ethic and ability to raise the spirits of others, has 
given hope to her Region during a difficult year. 

Despite only being in the position of RMCO 
for Wales & West Region for little more than 12 
months, Lisa is awarded the brand-new Hope 
Trophy for her consistent hard work.



T wenty-two Air Cadet 
instructors from all over 

the United Kingdom have been 
recognised for their community- 
based learning achievements.

Admiral the Lord West of 
Spithead presented the 
awards at the Cadet Vocational 
qualification Organisation 
(CVqO) graduation ceremony 
at the Royal Naval College 
Dartmouth, in front of 
colleagues, families and friends. 

They were presented with a 
City and Guilds Senior Award 
in Youth Management and 
Training, comparable to 
Foundation, Honours and 
Master’s degrees and achieved 
through their work as a Cadet 
Force Adult Volunteers. The 
instructors were some of the 
88 adult volunteers from the 
Cadet Forces to graduate 

with CVqO internationally 
recognised awards from City & 
Guilds. Successful completion 
of these awards recognises at 
least five years of professional 
development and managerial 
experience. Edward Woods, 
Chief Executive CVqO, praised 
the volunteers’ efforts. He said: 
“The qualifications that you 
have attained are held in very 
high regard. Not only do they 
demonstrate the importance and 

quality of the training that adults 
receive through cadet training 
courses, but they are highly 
valued within the world of work.

“We are immensely proud of 
all you have accomplished and, 
whatever your ambitions, we 
wish you well for your continued 
success. On behalf of all of us at 
CVqO I congratulate each of you 
here today.”

The Big Chill …

A s arctic conditions 
gripped the UK, cadets 

from 249 (Hailsham) and 
2530 (Uckfield) Sqns joined 
forces to make the most of 
the falling snow. 

Despite both sets of cadets 
being used to activities such as 
flying, shooting and adventure 
training, they were quick to 
adapt to the conditions and 
make the most of the ‘big freeze’. 
After battling through the 
driving snow to reach their pre-

planned Crowborough Camp, 
the cadets donned their woolly 
hats and scarves and began an 
inevitable session of snowball 
fights and sledging in the 12 
inches of snowfall.

The original plan of activities 
was slightly altered to allow 
for the various snow sports, 
which also included an igloo 
building competition! 

A mix of more traditional 
cadet activities also took place 
throughout the day, followed by 
a joint squadron formal dinner in 
the evening.
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Help For Haiti 

A TC Squadrons across 
the UK have been 

helping to raise money for 
the Haiti Disaster Appeal 
with cadets and staff from 
134 (Bedford) Sqn bag 
packing at their local Tesco 
supermarket to help boost 
the appeal.

The fundraising efforts came 
after the worst earthquake 
in two centuries struck the 
Caribbean island of Haiti on 
January 13th. Measuring 
7.3 on the Richter scale, the 
earthquake has devastated 
the island with the death toll 
reaching as high as 200,000 
and the number of people 
made homeless estimated to 
be around 1.5 million.

Adult Volunteers  
Are Excellent!

A dult volunteers from 1211 
(Swadlincote) Sqn have 

been recognised and praised for 
their outstanding work through 
an “Excellence in the Community 
Award” from Derbyshire County 
Council.

The adult staff team from the South 
Derbyshire unit were presented 
with their award by Chairman of 
the Derbyshire Country Council, 
Councillor Robin Baldry, at a special 
presentation ceremony held in 
Buxton. 

The Derbyshire Excellence in the 
Community Awards is an initiative 
set up by the County Council 
to recognise outstanding work 
and extraordinary achievement 
by individuals, groups and 
communities and the work they 
do to help to improve their 
communities.

The Excellence award, in the 
“Improving Life in the Community” 
category, was presented to the 
squadron staff in recognition of 
their hard work, dedication and 
for giving up so much of their own 
time to provide the cadets with 
opportunities and experiences that 
have changed their lives for the 
better. 

The staff team, who between them 
have over 150 years of volunteering 
experience with the ATC were 
nominated for the award by the 
parents of two of the cadets at 
1211 Sqn. 

Accepting the award on behalf of 
the adult staff, Flt Sgt Ben Turner, 
said: “It is a great honour to receive 
the award on behalf of those staff 
present and also on behalf of 
those staff who couldn’t attend 
because they are actually back at 
their HQ continuing their fantastic 
volunteering work.”
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C adet FS Ben Smith received 
one of the best Christmas 

presents ever – with the news 
that he’s to join Welsh singing 
sensations, Only Men Aloud!

Nineteen-year-old Ben, who’s 
been a cadet with 1004 
(Pontypridd) Sqn for five 
years, discovered his talent 
for singing whilst performing 
karaoke on camp in Cyprus last 
year. He attended auditions 
for potential new members at 
the Wales Millennium Centre 
in Cardiff in October and was 
accepted soon after into the 
internationally-acclaimed, 
20-strong group.  

Only Men Aloud! was started 
in 2000 by Tim Rhys-Evans, 
a former director of Welsh 

National Youth Opera, who 
wanted to create a young male 
voice choir unafraid to tackle 
music not usually performed by 
traditional male voice choirs. 

Following their success on 
BBC Television’s ‘Last Choir 
Standing’ competition in 2008, 
the choir has signed a multi-
million pound, five-record 
deal with Universal Music and 
their second album, Band of 
Brothers, released just three 
months ago went straight to 
number one in the classical 
charts.

Ben Joins Chart-Topping Choir

SkILLS BOOST FOR ADuLT VOLuNTEERS



expedition was the moment I summited Kala 
Pattar.  I looked around me in awe at the 360 
degrees of jaw dropping views of the most 
beautiful landscape on earth. 

“Just watching the sun rise over the summit 
of Everest, whilst standing in amongst the 
clouds was an experience I am sure I will find 
very hard to top – especially as it was my 
18th birthday!”

The next few days were spent on longer treks 
and making the journey east to Island Peak 
Base Camp at 5080m where the weather 
began to deteriorate. Flt Lt Hill said: “Summit 
day arrived - up at 0130hrs to find base 
camp covered in snow!  We had hoped for a 
cold, clear night to give us the best chances 
to summit. The first three hours were spent 
retracing the previous day’s trek to advance 
base camp. 

“As the sun rose we started to climb up on 
to the ridge line leading to crampon point, 
but it became clear it was still snowing, 
not heavily, but it was hard to differentiate 
between sky and floor. 

“At crampon point we donned harnesses and 
roped up.  It still hadn’t stopped snowing 
and by now in places the team were fighting 
through thigh-deep fresh snow which was 
exhausting.”

The first climbers reached the base of the 
fixed ropes marking 6,000m but the amount 
of fresh snow was causing concern and 
slowing the team.  With a very real avalanche 
risk and worried about the route down, Flt 
Lt Hill made the agonising decision to turn 
round – just 100m from the summit. 

Nineteen-year-old Cdt Luke Harrison said: 
“It was definitely the right thing to do but, 
especially at the time, it was devastating. We 
still got to over 6,000m though which is a 
massive achievement and I have no regrets 
about that day or the decision to turn back.”

Although only 100m from the summit, it 
was still a two hour return trip to the base 
of the fixed ropes. Flt Lt Hill recalled: “As the 
team turned around, the real tiredness got 
hold as the adrenaline fell away and team 
members were struggling and slipping over 
in the snow. By the time we arrived back 
at crampon point, the bags we had left 
were almost buried by fresh snow and the 
steep, technical descent over rock was now 
complicated by snow. 

“The team had to stay roped almost to the 
bottom – a further four hours - and rolled 
back into camp at 1700hrs with just one hour 
of daylight left – after 16 hours of exhausting 
climbing.”

Back home, Dave reflected on the tough 
decision he and the other staff had to make. 
He said: “I, for one, would not change the 
summit day as I believe over time everyone 
will realise they have taken away more from 
the trip for not having summitted, than 
they would had we just rocked up in good 
weather, strolled to the top and descended 
again, which we were capable of doing in 
perfect conditions. 

“The weather brought out the best in the 
team and as such contributed to us all 
getting down safely – you never conquer 
large Himalayan Peaks – if they feel they 
want to they may allow you to get to the top, 
but if they don’t, you just have to say thank 
you and go back down – that day was not to 
be our day.

WELCOME TO NEPAL

A fter an incredible nine years’ 
planning and preparation, a 

dozen staff and cadets from Kent 
Wing set off on a four week-long 
expedition to Nepal. 

Under the leadership of Flt Lt Dave 
Hill, the team planned to reach 
Everest Base Camp and to summit 
the peaks of both Kala Pattar 
(5,545m) and Island Peak (6,189m).

Leaving the climbing kit to be carried by yak 
to Island Peak Base Camp, the team, under 
the watchful eyes of the Sherpa support 
team, headed off on the start of their 
Himalayan adventure.

“Everyone had trained hard for the trip and 
we made good progress,” said Flt Lt Hill.  “The 

following day a four hour walk saw us reach 
Namche Bazaar - the last main town for 14 
days – and we also got our first views of 
snow-capped peaks.”

After five more days’ acclimatisation, the 
team headed off on a four-hour return 
trek to Everest Base Camp.  On arrival, they 
discovered an Indian Team in residence and 
got the chance to see a fully functional base 
camp in final preparations for a summit bid.

Civilian Instructor Lucy Kerslake said: “The 
scenery was breathtaking and the photos 
that we took can never show exactly how 
amazing it really was. Reaching Everest Base 
Camp after walking and acclimatising for 
what felt like a lifetime was a real highlight. 
I felt as if we had stumbled across it rather 
than reached our destination as the only 
thing that showed we had arrived was a 
small handmade sign and hundreds of prayer 
flags.”

The next morning, the team began to climb 
Kala Pattar hoping to summit in time to see 
the sun rise over Everest.  Leaving in darkness 
under a near full moon, the team made the 
steep, rocky ascent and arrived at the summit 
just after day break.

Cdt Stjohn Youngman, on his first ATC 
overseas expedition, said: “The best bit of the 

“To take a raw team that barely knew each other in most cases 
and achieve what we did is a testament to the spirit of the team 

and the skills that the ACO gives its young people.”
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A land of ancient culture, of yaks and yetis, 
sherpas and spectacular sunsets and, 

for four weeks last autumn, home to a dozen 
energetic cadets and staff from Kent Wing. 

Words & images: David Hill
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More than 20 members of the 
Organisation were recognised 
at the event, which was also 
attended by Commandant Air 
Cadets, Air Cdre Ian Stewart and 
Air Vice-Marshal Barry North, 
AOC No 22 (Training) Group. 
Four awards were presented: 
the Meritorious & Long Service 
Certificate; the Commander-in-
Chief’s Commendation; AOC 
Training Group Commendation 
and the prestigious Guinea Pig 
Prize. 

Receiving an AOC Training 
Group Commendation at the 
ceremony was Reverend Canon 
Eric Knowles.   Afterwards, he said: 
“It was a very proud occasion to 
receive my award at RAF Cranwell, 
particularly as I was able to share 
the moment with my wife. 

“We had a fantastic day which 
was full of surprises – from the 
presentation to the wonderful 
tour. That type of event doesn’t 
take place everyday so I was just 
happy to play my part.”

Each recipient collected their 
certificate or award from AVM 
North, before having their 
photograph taken in front of 
their peers. This year’s collective 
group of Meritorious & Long 
Service Certificate recipients had 
amassed an amazing 592 year’s 
worth of service between just 14 
individuals. 

Air Cdre Ian Stewart said that the 
day had been a huge success. “The 
presentation which took place in 
a wonderful setting celebrated 
some fantastic achievements,” he 
said.  “From those that have been 
with the Organisation for many 
years to individuals that picked up 
a commendation or award – we 

truly value everyone in the ACO 
family.” 

The award recipients are: 

GUINEA PIG PRIzE:

Flt Lt E J F Vey RAFVR(T).

C IN C AWARDS:

Sqn Ldr F Reis RAFVR(T); Sqn Ldr 
D Thomson RAFVR(T), Flt Lt B A M 
Tegg RAFVR(T).

AOC AWARDS: 

WO B Simmons;  WO T Farrimond; 
WO W Yeadon; Reverend Canon 
E Knowles; S&E Midlands Wing 
Development Team, Sqn Ldr M 
Richards.

MERITORIOUS & LONG SERVICE 
AWARD RECIPIENTS:

Flt Lt D W Butler RAFVR(T) Retd 
- 59 Years service to the ACO; 
Sqn Ldr C Hill RAFVR(T) Retd - 49 
Years; Wg Cdr R A Beaumont 
RAFVR(T) Retd - 48 Years; Wg Cdr 
D R Speed MBE RAFVR(T) - 44 
Years; Flt Lt Denis Bates RAFVR(T) 
Retd - 43 Years; Sqn Ldr Peter 
Lonsdale Finney RAFVR(T) Retd 
- 43 Years; Flt Lt Graham P Hayes 
RAFVR(T) - 40 Years; Flt Lt F Lee 
RAFVR(T) - 40 Years; Flt Lt John 
D Pym RAFVR(T) Retd - 39 Years; 
Ronald R McCulloch - 38 Years; 
Flt Lt M Saunders RAFVR(T) - 38 
Years; Mr J F G Brown - 38 Years; 
Sqn Ldr P Mockeridge RAFVR(T) 
- 37 Years and Ian A Halliwell - 36 
Years.

L ondon Wing’s 78 
(Wembley) Sqn - run by 

a husband and wife duo – 
has been presented with the 
prestigious Marshall Trophy, 
awarded to the most improved 
squadron, by Under Secretary 
for State for Defence and 
Minster for Veterans, Mr Kevan 
Jones MP.

The cadets, who come from 
diverse cultural backgrounds, 
have worked together to build 
the squadron from a notional 
strength of 15 to an actual 
strength of 70 cadets, making 
it the third largest squadron in 
Middlesex.

“When I assumed command 
just over three years ago the 
unit was demoralised and 
was being held together by 
three exceptional individuals,” 
said Flt Lt Shaun Parkes, OC 
78 (Wembley) Sqn, “We set 
about getting back to basics 
as an Air Cadet unit and it 
worked so well that we have 
grown to 70 cadets simply by 
word-of-mouth. We now have 
to operate a recruit intake 
system and I am now facing 
the problem of where to put 
them all!” 

The squadron went through 
a rigorous selection process 
to receive the award.  A 
written report was submitted 
before Air Cdre Ian Stewart, 
Commandant Air Cadets, 
visited the unit with retired 

Parliamentarian, Mr Bill Walker, 
President of the Air Cadet 
gliding organisation to assess 
their suitability. After seeing 
the squadron himself, Air Cdre 
Stewart commented that that 
the unit “was even better than 
the written report.”

The squadron received the 
Marshall Trophy, donated 
to the Corps by the family 
of Sir Arthur Marshall to 
commemorate his lifelong 
interest in aviation, at a 
special ceremony at the 
squadron Hq. Amongst the 
guests were Ms Mei Sim Lei, 
Deputy Lieutenant London 
Borough of Brent, Councillor 
Jim O’Sullivan, Mayor of 
Brent, Air Cdre Charles Clarke, 
Honorary President Middlesex 
Wing and Gp Capt Les Hakin, 
Commandant London & South 
East Region.

During the evening, 
cadets gave displays and 
demonstrations on First 
Aid, navigation and map 
reading, let their guests fly 
on the flight simulators, and 
talked about their recent 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
expeditions. Under Secretary 
of State, Mr Kevan Jones spent 
time meeting and speaking 
with as many cadets as 
possible before presenting the 
Marshall Trophy to two cadets, 
CWO Jade Parkes, 18, and 
Cdt Kusum Katri, 14, the most 
senior and junior cadets on the 
squadron. 

Afterwards, Flt Lt Parkes said: 
“I am incredibly privileged to 
work with a dedicated group 
of staff members who work 
extremely hard to provide 
a diverse range of fantastic 
training and development 
opportunities for the young 
people of Wembley. The 
award of the Marshall Trophy 
is a fitting tribute to the 

achievements 
of the squadron 
in rebuilding a 
viable and vibrant 
unit over the past 
three years and 
shows what can 
be achieved when 
we concentrate on 
the core activities 
of the ACO.”

LAuNCH OF NEW WEBSITE

U nder-Secretary of State for Defence, 
Kevan Jones MP, has officially 

launched the new AIR CADET website 
outside the Ministry of Defence, Whitehall, 
London. 

Mr Jones surfed the site and state-of-the-
art video carousel on the homepage as 
he chatted with cadets inside the ACO’s 
Engagement Platform – a pantechnicon 
trailer packed with flight simulators and 
aviation themed games.

The Minister was escorted to the launch 
by two cadets from London & South East 
Region, but not before he offered one of 
them - 19-year-old Cdt FS Alex Kouam from 
291 (Westminster & Chelsea) Sqn - the chance 
of sitting at the vast ministerial desk with its 
view across the Thames and the London Eye. 

Cdt FS Eoin Flynn from 282 (East Ham) Sqn 
looked on as Alex was photographed at the 
desk. Once inside the pantechnicon, the 
Minister grabbed the opportunity to fly a Red 
Arrow Hawk aircraft on the flight simulator 
and showed great aptitude as a pilot. 

Accompanied by Head of Media and 
Communications for the ACO, Mrs Denise 
Parker Housby, the Minister was greeted at 
the event by Commandant Air Cadets, Air 
Cdre Ian Stewart and a host of cadets and 
volunteers. 

A number of the London based cadets were 
on hand to demonstrate the facilities, whilst 
the Middlesex-based 86 (Heston & Isleworth) 
Sqn band provided  music to entertain the 
visitors.

The Minister was then shown around the 
platform by Regional Commandant North 
Region, Gp Capt John Middleton, who has 
been heavily involved with its creation. 
After exploring the varied on-board PC 
games and impressive flight simulator, 
the final stop for Mr Jones was to view the 
new AIR CADET website.  Met by Mr Ashley 
Nettleton, the ACO’s Deputy Head of Media 
and Communications, Central Office of 
Information’s Paul Taylor and representatives 
from creative teams at LIDA and developers 
Binary Vision, the Minister was given a tour of 
the site and explanation of its cutting-edge 
layout. 

Demonstrations on new features, such as 
the cadet YouTube video carousel and online 
magazine with page turner were given, 
before he spent time speaking with the 
excited cadets. Afterwards, Mr Jones said: 
“It is fantastic to have cadets here today and 
to be able to tour this great facility. The new 
website is worthy of a great organisation and 
has been well tailored for its young audience.” 

Throughout the day there were a number 
of high-profile visitors to the Platform. 
Amongst them was Chief of the Air Staff, 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton, AM 
Sir Christopher Coville, Commodore Alistair 
Halliday, Shadow Defence Minister Gerald 

Howarth and Mr Fred Crawley of the RAF 
Charitable Trust, who very generously 
sponsor the ACE Platform. Following a tour 
earlier in the day, Air Chief Marshal Dalton 
spent time listening to the cadet band and 
speaking with the many guests. 

After learning more about the pantechnicon 
and website, he said: “A lot of work has gone 
into developing both the 
website and platform 
facility. I hope 
that cadets 
throughout 
the United 
Kingdom 
get the 
opportunity 
to 
experience 
everything on 
offer to them.” 

Air Cdre Ian 
Stewart added: 
“The day has been a 
tremendous success. 
I would like to say 
a big thank you 
to everyone 
who took the 
time to come 
and see 
just a small 
element of 
what the ACO 
has to offer.” 

K een amateur photographer and ATC 
Sgt Chris Fraczek 126 (City of Derby) 

Sqn has bagged a top prize, despite tough 
competition, in the annual Royal Air Force 
photographic competition.

Chris was one of a handful of winners who 
managed to trump more than 1,400 entries at 
the prestigious  contest, which culminated in a 
glittering awards ceremony at the historic  RAF 
Club in London. The competition – featuring 12 
different categories – celebrates life in the RAF, 
and covers a variety of roles and experiences.

Chris, at his first 
attempt, took both 
the first and second 
places in the ATC and 
CCF category with a 
selection of pictures 
from his portfolio. 
Third place went to 
WO Keith Child from 
2391 (Parkstone) Sqn. 

Self-taught, Chris 
only submitted 
the images at the 
last minute and 
admitted that he had 
never considered 
his pictures 
good enough for 
competition. “When I 
received the news of 

the RAF Competition, I could not believe it and 
drove home in a complete daze, it was unreal,” 
said Chris.

Judging this year was conducted by Adam 
Sorenson, Daily Mirror Photographer, Dennis 
Nicholls from Nikon UK and Stan Stabler, a 
retired RAF photographer. All were unanimous 
in their appreciation of the very high standard, 
quality and diversity of work produced by both 
Service and civilian photographers. Presenter 
of the awards, Air Vice-Marshal Carl Dixon, 

said: “The imagery is 
inspirational. The RAF is a 
Service which is opportunity rich in potential 
and all areas of RAF life have been well 
represented. 

“They have clearly spotted the moment and 
grabbed it through their lenses – my message 
to them is “keep them coming” because 
photography is one of the most important 
ways of keeping today’s RAF in the public eye.”

All the winning pictures are now on show 
at a unique exhibition of RAF Photography 
at the RAF Museum in North London. More 
than 50 photographs, showing the diversity 
of work produced by both Service and civilian 
photographers, are on display, electronically 
beamed on to glass screens located in the ‘RAF 
Today’ area of the Milestones of Flight Gallery. 

The exhibition will be on 
show at the Museum’s 
London site until 
16th April when 
it will then 
transfer 
to the 
Museum’s 
Cosford’s 
site in 
Shropshire.
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VOLuNTEERS RECOGNISED
T he ACO has recognised a number of high achieving and 

long serving volunteers at an award presentation held 
at Royal Air Force College Cranwell, Lincolnshire. 

EYES ON THE PRIzE

Family-Run Unit Wins National Trophy
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CELEBRATION PARADE 
M ore than 300 cadets paraded through 

Oakham, Rutland to the beat of the 
South & East Midlands Wing’s Massed Band 
to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 
formation of the South & East Midlands Wing.

The celebration began with a church service 
held in Oakham’s All Saints Church.  

The sermon was given by the Reverend Tom 
Tait, Corps Chaplain, with readings by Wg Cdr 
Nigel Dickinson, OC South and East Midlands 
Wing and Cdt Cpl  Davies of 2248 (County of 
Rutland) Sqn.

After the service, the cadets formed up 
behind the combined Wing Massed Band and 
marched through Oakham where the salute 
was taken by Dr Laurence Howard, Lord 
Lieutenant of Rutland.  

Meanwhile, cadets from 2487 (Easingwold) 
Sqn celebrated their 40th anniversary with 
a parade through the town and a church 
service. The cadets marched to Easingwold 
Parish Church led by the massed band of 
North Region.

Guest of Honour was Air Cdre Ian Stewart, 
Commandant Air Cadets, who had travelled 
from RAF Cranwell for the event. Councillor 
W Brian Taylor, the Mayor of Easingwold, Gp 
Capt Mike Longstaffe, Station Commander 
at RAF Linton on Ouse and Assistant Chief 

Constable Tim Madgwick of North 

Yorkshire Police also attended as well as 
many ex cadets and staff members.

During the church service, the Mayor 
presented the squadron with a new Banner 
donated by the people of Easingwold in 
recognition of the squadron’s good works 
and long association with the town. 

The new banner was then paraded back to 
the Market Square where Air Cdre Stewart 
inspected the cadets and took the salute at 
the march past. 

Sqn Ldr Gordon McElroy, OC 2487 Sqn said: 
“It’s been a great day. We are proud of our 
long association with the town and really 
appreciate the kind gesture of the people of 
Easingwold in donating our new banner. We 
will carry it with pride.”

 

SqN BANDMASTER RECEIVES 
COMMANDANT’S CERTIFICATE

S gt Amiee Easterlow, Band Master 
and BTEC Music Instructor of 121 

(Nuneaton) Sqn, has been awarded the 
Commandant Air Cadets Certificate of 
Meritorious Service in recognition of 
her contribution to music within the 
Corps.

Amiee, one of the founding members 
of the 121 Sqn Band, has led the cadet 
musicians to  victory in the Warwickshire 
& Birmingham Wing Band Competition 
for the past seven years and has also 
led the Wing band at the Regional Band 
Competition since 2003.

As Band Master, Amiee has trained 
almost all of the bands members, most of 

whom had never played a musical 
instrument before joining the Air 
Cadets. She was presented with her 
award by Air Cdre Ian Stewart, during 
the Warwickshire & Birmingham Wing 
annual dinner and dance. 

Afterwards, Flt Lt Ian Crewe, OC 
121 (Nuneaton) Sqn, said: “I am 
delighted that Amiee has received 
this award in recognition of the years 
of commitment and hard work that 
she has put into music not only on the 

squadron but also within the Wing. 

So many young people have benefited 
from the training she has given over 
the years and the band has become a 
familiar sight, representing the Air Cadet 
movement at charity and ex-service 
organisation events throughout the 
Warwickshire & 
Birmingham area.” 

ABOVE: Wg Cdr Mike 
Pollitt, Operations Manager 

for the Vulcan to the Sky 
Trust and Sqn Ldr Martin 
Withers DFC, present Sgt 

Amiee Easterlow with the 
Commandant Air Cadets, 
Certificate of Meritorious 

Service in recognition of her 
contribution to music within 

the corps

May Day!

A Coventry cadet had a surprise encounter 
with TV presenter James May at RAF 

Cosford.

Eighteen-year-old Luke Carter, a Flight Staff Cadet 
at 633 VGS based at RAF Cosford and a Cdt FS at 
2438 (Bishop Ullathorne) Sqn, met the Top Gear 
presenter during filming for a documentary on 
making a full-size Airfix model of a Spitfire which 
was recently broadcast on James May’s Toy Stories. 

Not only did the presenter chat to the cadet about 
the programme he also asked about Luke’s time in 
the Air Cadets and his love for flying. James May 
invited all the cadets on the Gliding Scholarship 
course at 633 VGS to the unveiling of the huge 
model and they were surprised to find themselves 
in shot on more than three occasions during the 
programme. 

Luke said: “It was quite an experience seeing the 
show being filmed and great to see the full episode 
on television.”

Im
ages: Philip Jones
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A group of cadets from 
Central and East Region 

joined some 300 military 
personnel to compete in a 
gruelling overseas race for the 
first time – and ended up winning 
their category. The five cadets 
were joined by Central and East 
Region’s Commandant, Gp Capt 
Brett Morrell, and three other 
staff, as they took part in the 
annual British Forces Cyprus 
Troodos to Episkopi Walk Down.

With only three checkpoints 
along the entire route, the teams 
of three are tested as much on 
their navigation as they are on 
their fitness and stamina.  At its 
shortest, the distance covered is 
around 20 miles - but it is down 
to teams to find the best route 
using the roads, tracks and paths 
of the mountainous rural area. 
And the 2009 event proved to 
be  much more of a physical 
challenge than forecast, with an 
October heatwave resulting in 
everyone sweating it out under 
temperatures of thirty degrees 
plus.

The group from Central and East 
Region split into three teams: a 
cadet team, a staff team and a 
mixed group and spent the three 
days before the race surveying 
the route and testing out short-
cuts. The preparation paid off as 
the cadet team of Cdt FS Adam 
Challis of 204 (Lincoln) Sqn, Cdt 
Sgt Aaron Figuerola of 1211 
(Swadlingcote) Sqn and Cdt Cpl 
Charlotte Wilkinson-Burnett of 
1181 (Syerston) Sqn, romped 
home to win the youth category 
with a time of 4hrs 22mins.

The mixed team, of Gp Capt 
Morrell, Cdt Sgt Heather Guy of 
141 (Boston) Sqn and Cdt Cpl 
Enya Tobram of 163 (Coventry 
Phoenix) Sqn, managed a time 
of 5hrs 30mins with the staff 
team of Flt Lt Sarah Pagliano of 
140 (Matlock) Sqn, Fg Off Ben 
Wilkinson of 220 (St Albans) Sqn 

and FS (ATC) Richard Smith of 
1084 (Market Harborough) Sqn, 
completing the route in 6hrs 
19mins. Gp Capt Morrell said: “To 
win the youth category on our 
first attempt is a marvellous result, 
especially as the extreme weather 
conditions meant that many other 
teams dropped out. All the cadets 
and staff who competed should 
be proud of what they achieved.”

Cdt FS Challis, 17, said of his 
team’s winning performance: “It 
was a very challenging day, but 
it shows what you can achieve 
when you can work together well 
as a team. We just spurred each 
other on to put in the maximum 
effort and it worked.”

Participation in the Walk Down 
is just one of many ways that 
Central and East Region ATC is 
seeking to increase opportunities 
for cadets in Cyprus. As the Walk 
Down team left, two more groups 
of cadets arrived in Cyprus to take 
part in two concurrent activities 
– a traditional “blue” camp at RAF 
Akrotiri and an adventure training 
camp at Troodos. 

Air Cadets are now able to visit 
British Forces establishments in 
Cyprus and Gibraltar at much 
lower cost than previously, thanks 
to a deal struck with Monarch 
Airlines which offer a generous 
discount for ATC personnel.

Gp Capt Morrell said: “My aim 
as Regional Commandant 
is to increase the size of our 
organisation by making the Air 
Cadets portfolio more attractive. 
Expanding opportunities overseas 
for cadets is a large part of that. 
The support we received to take 
part in the Walk Down, from the 
organisers and from British Forces 
Cyprus in general, was excellent, 
and I very much hope that it can 
become one of many regular 
overseas fixtures on our calendar, 
with an increasing number of 
cadets taking part.”
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Walk On The Wild Side

Reach For 
The Skies

T his year the Air 
League Educational 

Trust is making 
available more than 
£100,000 worth of flying 
and gliding scholarships 
available, thanks to 
the generous support 
of organisations such 
as Airbus UK, Thales, 
Marshall Aerospace and 
the Swire Charitable 
Trust.

For some, these 
scholarships and bursaries 
are a first step towards a 
career in civil or military 
aviation; for others, it 
represents an opportunity 
to make the most of their 
potential as individuals in 
whatever walk of life they 
choose.

Andrew Brookes, Director of 
the Air League said, ‘Thanks 
to the ALET schemes, there 
are no financial barriers to 
experiencing aviation at 
first hand – and enjoying 
the benefits that it brings 
in terms of personal 
development. 

The skills developed by 
piloting light aircraft and 
gliders – self-confidence, 
improved situational 
awareness and sound 
judgement will equip those 
who partake in the schemes 
with skills for life.’

Each of the schemes is 
detailed on The Air League 
website (www.airleague.
co.uk) and application forms 
are available to download. 
The closing date for flying 
scholarship applications 
is 29th January while the 
flying bursaries, gliding 
scholarships, engineering 
scholarships and balloon 
scholarship application 
deadlines are 27th February.

The flying and engineering 
scholarships are open to 
those between the ages 
of 17 and 26, while the 
flying bursaries and gliding 
scholarships are open to 
anyone who is under 40.
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GIVING YOu WINGS
T wo lucky cadets experienced an 

exciting day with the Breitling 
Red Bull Air Race team, after winning 
unique prizes. 

Cadet Natalie Fields, 14, and Cdt Sgt 
Jonny Beech, 17, were awarded 
the day with the team, based 
at High Wycombe in 
Buckinghamshire, after 
they won a nationwide 
competition run 
by the ACO, in 
association with 
generous Red Bull 
Air Race pilot, Nigel 
Lamb. 

The Breitling Air 
Race Team, together 
with the ACO, devised 
a national competition 
that challenged cadets to 
design a good-luck emblem 
for this year’s Red Bull Air Race World 
Championships. 

Natalie’s design was chosen above all the 
other entries and will be displayed on Nigel’s 
aircraft instrument next season, with Cdt Sgt 
Beech’s design finishing in second place. 

Natalie had a guided tour of the unique and 
powerful MXS –R and while sitting in the 
cockpit of the 300hp, American-built aircraft, 
Natalie said: “This has been a fantastic 
opportunity. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time with Nigel and his team. Thank you and 
good luck for 2010.” 

Being too young to fly in the aircraft, Natalie 
was presented with a rare Breitling hooded 
sweatshirt and, in a surprise exchange, she 
presented Nigel with a personalised 2375 
(Neston) Sqn polo shirt.

However, Jonny 
Beech did get the 

amazing opportunity 
to fly with Nigel in his 

MX2. 

Jonny, a Flight Staff Cadet with 
621 (Hullavington) VGS, was so relaxed 

and comfortable at the controls, Nigel 
allowed him, with full display smoke, to ‘loop’ 
and ‘roll’ over the airfield in front of fellow air 
cadets and his father Martin. 

Jonny was delighted with the flight and 
the opportunity to take control of the race 
machine valued at more than £200,000. “I 
really didn’t expect that! It was quite unlike 
anything I have ever flown in before.”

Experienced pilot Lamb was impressed with 
the talents that the young cadet displayed. 
He said: “Not long after Jonny took control 
I knew he would not have any problem 
handling the flight. 

“It is a credit to the Air Cadets that a budding 
pilot is already developing such great skills.” 

Mrs Denise Parker-Housby, Head of Media 
and Communications for the ACO, felt that 
the competition had been a great success. 

She said: “It was a great opportunity for 
cadets to be involved with the Breitling Team. 
The competition had really inspired cadets 
to produce some creative ideas. I would 
personally like to thank the team for allowing 
us to run such a dynamic competition.” 

Nigel Lamb concluded: “The competition was 
a great opportunity to meet young aviators 
and show them an element of flying which is 
different from the military and commercial 
routes. 

“Cadets always show the greatest interest 
and raw enthusiasm. 

“This gives me positivity and motivation, so 
it’s great to be able to give something back.

“The message to get across is, that it’s worth 
aiming high because you have nothing to 
lose by trying and you’ll often be surprised 
by how simple the path can be with enough 
passion and the right training.”

Anyone wishing to follow Nigel’s progress in 
the 2010 season can do so via nigellamb.com 
Facebook or Twitter.

A nd there’s a new 
competition this year 

for all budding engineers. 
The prize?   A unique day as a 
technician with the Breitling 
Air Race Team at their home 
airfield at High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire.  

You will help Team Technician 
Craig Andrew dismantle and 
pack Nigel Lamb’s unique 
MXS race plane and travelling 
support equipment so that it 
can be shipped to Abu Dhabi 
ready for Nigel to fly at the 
first race of the Red Bull World 
Championship Season. 

 You will also get a tour of 
the team’s facilities and meet 
Nigel.  Lunch will also be 
provided.  Please note that 
this prize will not include a 

flight. The task? Write a short 
story (aim for 500 words) 
on an engineering subject 
that interests you (real or 
imaginary).  

The only conditions are that 
you are an enrolled cadet at 
the time that you write your 
article and that you are still a 
cadet when the prize is given 
by the Breitling Team, which 
is scheduled to be the week 
commencing 8th March.

 Send your entry in electronic 
form (in plain text, ie words 
in the body of the e-mail 
and not as a word processed 
attachment) to aio@atc.raf.
mod.uk by the end of Friday 
26 Feb 2010. Don’t forget 
to include your rank, name, 

age, squadron and a contact 
telephone number.

 Please note: Hq Air Cadets 
will not be able to help with 
the cost of the winner’s 
travel or accommodation 
arrangements but later in 
the year Hq Air Cadets hope 
to arrange a similar day at 
the Museum of Flight at East 
Fortune so please say if that 
location would be better for 
you.  

The prize date is based upon 
the currently known schedule 
of the freight haulier moving 
the aircraft.  

If they dictate that the MXS 
must be shipped earlier, the 
prize will be to help Craig 
Andrew complete the annual 
service to the MX2 aircraft.

SPORT RELIEF
Rise To The Challenge And 
Do The Mile ! Put on your 
running shoes and join 
thousands of other people 
at mile events across the UK 
during the weekend of 19th 
to 21st March. To find out 
more and order your free 
fund-raising pack, log on to 
www.sportrelief.com
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Borneo Bound!

S ix cadets and three staff 
from 2484 (Bassingbourn) 

Sqn are heading for the jungles 
of Borneo this April as part of an 
international exercise.

The cadets, together with 
colleagues from Middlesex and 
Devon and Somerset Wings, 
are joining cadets from Ghana, 
Singapore and Hong Kong as they 
all take part in Exercise Tropics 
Eagle in Borneo.  

Whilst in Borneo, the team 
will undertake jungle training, 
trekking, a community project 
at a local school and ascend 
Mount Kota Kinabalu (the highest 
mountain in South East Asia) 
as well as visiting an orangutan 
sanctuary and the Kundasang War 
Memorial. 
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HEAT AND DuST
The Tornado GR4 in Afghanistan

2009 was a mixed year for the Panavia Tornado. In 
the UK, the continued introduction into service of 
the Typhoon saw the disbandment of 43(F) Sqn at 
RAF Leuchars, so reducing the number of air-defence 
Tornado F3 units to just one. 
However, for the Tornado GR4 the year represented a new phase in its 
already illustrious career in the skies over Afghanistan. 

Standing at the end of the runway at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, it 
is plain to see why the base has the busiest single runway airport in the 
world. The constant coming and going of transport planes, UAVs and a 
myriad of helicopters adds up to more than 5,000 movements per week, 
beating the former titleholder Gatwick into second place.

Tucked away in one corner of the former Russian airbase are the jet 
fighters. Dutch and Belgian F-16s, French Mirages, US Marine Harriers 
and RAF Tornados operate from their respective enclaves, all flying 
daily missions across the length and breadth of Afghanistan supporting 
coalition troops.

The first RAF Tornados arrived in Afghanistan in June 2009.  12(B) Sqn 
based at RAF Lossiemouth holding the honour of being the first unit 
to operate the aircraft type on Op Herrick. They, in turn, were replaced 
by Marham based 31 Sqn, the Goldstars, who arrived at Kandahar in 
October. Prior to the arrival of the Tornado, RAF and Fleet Air Arm- 
operated Harriers had undertaken all British fast air operations since 
2004 - the Tornado squadrons instead taking responsibility for Op Telic 
missions over Iraq.

Flying missions in Afghanistan is, in many respects, quite different to 
the role envisaged for the aircraft when it entered service with the RAF 
in 1982. Had the Cold War become hot the RAF squadrons would have 
used their Tornados’ low-level, supersonic, all-weather attack capability 
to strike deep behind Warsaw Pact enemy lines and against maritime 
targets. Support to troops would have been undertaken by Harriers and 
Jaguars but developments in weapons technology and the adaptability 
of the aircraft and its crews is seeing it excel in its new found role.

To meet the demands of the close air support role, Tornado is using a 
new stores load, the aircraft carrying a mix of weapons chosen to provide 
the crews of two aircraft flying as a pair with the means to deal with a 
variety of scenarios. 

Words & images: Dylan Eklund



20   air cadet / winter 2010 21

However, more often and not when the 
Tornado crews are asked by troops to assist, no 
bombs are actually dropped.

“Just the noise presence of the Tornado, even 
in the overhead, is having an effect,” explained 
Sqn Ldr Nikki Betts. “Flying at 500 knots at 100 
feet certainly has the desired effect. We do a 
fair few ‘shows of force’ each week and every 
time it has been successful.”  

She added: “Whilst many regard us as a 
bombing asset we aim to sort any situation 
with the lowest force required. You don’t 
always need to go in and drop weapons, 
shows of force or warning shots are infinitely 
preferable.”

One example of the success of a low level 
pass at high speed occurred in late 2009. A 
crowd, who had become hostile, following lies 
by the Taliban marched on a British Forward 
Operating Base. Heavily outnumbered, the 
troops called in air support. The thunderous 
roar of a Tornado screaming low over their 
heads caused the mob to turn on its heels and 
thus avoided a potentially lethal situation.

If force is required then the aircraft’s internal 
27mm Mauser cannon, which can fire at a rate 
of 1700 rounds per minute, can be used to 
strafe a target. By using the Litening targeting 
pod to mark the target in the head up display, 
the pilot is able to strafe very accurately and 
with little or no damage around the target.

BRIMSTONE

If more firepower is necessary either a 
Brimstone missile or Paveway IV bombs can 
be employed, although to date both have 
been rarely used. The RAF complies rigidly to 
its rules of engagement, which dictate in what 
circumstances weapons can be employed. This 
is the first time the Brimstone missile has been 
deployed operationally. 

Originally designed to destroy enemy tanks 
and vehicles as a ‘fire and forget’ weapon, and 

developed from the hellfire missile carried 
by British Army Apaches, it has now been 
modified so that it can be laser guided by 
the crew on to moving or static targets with 
great accuracy and, as with the gun, minimal 
collateral damage.

Whilst the baton will pass between each of 
the RAF’s seven front-line Tornado squadrons 
in turn, the aircraft themselves will remain 
in theatre. Each of the aircraft based at 
Kandahar are the most modern in the fleet, 
each possessing the very latest upgrades. In 
addition to the daily scheduled missions a pair 
of aircraft and a spare, lest one of the primary 
aircraft have a probem, are kept on Ground 
Alert Close Air Support (GCAS).

“This means that they’re cocked and ready to 
go as soon as we are scrambled,” explained 
Flt Lt Dave Hirst, an Engineering Officer with 
31 Sqn responsible for having the Tornados 
available. 

“Having three aircraft set aside for GCAS 
means the engineering team have to ensure 
the aircraft have the correct weapons fit and 
serviceability to meet the task.”

Whilst the RAF is fulfilling GCAS the air crew on 
duty wait patiently fully kitted up and ready 
to scramble should something happen where 
support by air assets is urgently required. 
When the telephone call comes through to 
launch, the loud clanging of the scramble 
bell – fashioned out of a fired-out 110mm 
artillery shell and a couple of 27mm aircraft 
round (bullet) casings – sends ground and air 
crew sprinting to nearby vehicles, rushing to 
the aircraft on the pans nearby. With start up 
procedures completed in double quick time 
the aircraft taxi out for priority take-off.

“Out here, as soon as we’re airborne, we can 
be involved in a troops in contact within a 
matter of minutes,” said Sqn Ldr Nikki Betts. 
“On one occasion the GCAS scrambled and 
was airborne in 11 minutes, on task in nine 
minutes, and undertaking a show of force five 
minutes later.” And this is not a rare event, 

during 12 Sqn’s four month 
tour they scrambled over 
40 times.

COUNTER-IED

The main focus of RAF operations in general 
at present however is counter-IED, seeking 
to locate the sophisticated and deadly 
explosive devices before they detonate. The 
Reconnaissance Airborne Pod for Tornado, 
or RAPTOR for short, comprises a large pod 
carried under the aircraft fuselage. The 
equipment inside can gather high-resolution, 
motion-free images of extraordinary detail. 
Infrared imagery gleaned can also reveal 
differences in the shape, composition 
or content of objects from their thermal 
signatures. The task of identifying such 
differences falls to a team from the Marham-
based Tactical Imagery Wing. 

“We’re here to support Raptor but will support 
anybody else as the need arises,” said FS Stew 
Goodacre. “Raptor is very good. The quality 
of the imagery is considerably high and 
provides detailed information. We get to work 
as soon as the jet lands. What we are looking 
for depends upon the task we are set by the 
customer. This may include, for example, 
looking for evidence of IED placement and 
activity ahead of a proposed convoy move. The 
analysts are trained to spot anything out of 
the ordinary. It’s painstaking work which can 
be highly pressurised. However it is extremely 
rewarding work as we make a real difference to 
the troops on the ground.”

FUTURE

An announcement by the RAF in December 
2009 confirmed persistent rumours that the 
number of Tornado squadrons is to be reduced 
by one. Which squadron will fall under the 
axe is as yet unclear, but the Tornado is set 
to provide RAF fast air support until Typhoon 
arrives at some point in the future. It is 
inevitable that combat experience will see 
tactics improve over the coming months to 
further improve the effectiveness of Tornado 
which is already excelling in its new close 

air support role.

TORNADO GR4 STATS:

Powerplant Pair of Turbo Union RB.199 turbofans

Length 16.72 metres

Wingspan 8.6 metres to 13.91 metres  
 (variable sweep)

Height 5.95 metres

Max speed Mach 1.3 (858 mph)

Image: © Crown Copyright



Cadet Wins Flying 
Excellence Trophy

C WO Andrew Dunn has been 
awarded the 2009 Royal Air 

Force Charitable Trust Trophy for 
Flying Excellence.

Andrew, from 1114 (Gosforth) 
Sqn in Durham and 
Northumberland Wing, was 
awarded the Trophy during the 
recent Royal Air Force in Concert 
performance at the Cadogan 
Hall in London, by the Chairman 
of the RAF Charitable Trust, Air 
Chief Marshal Sir John Cheshire. 

The Trophy, which recognises 
flying excellence, is awarded 
annually by the Trust to the top- 
performing Air Cadet who, in the 
opinion of the ACO, has shown 
both outstanding flying ability 
and personal qualities. 

Andrew completed a 12 hour 
flying scholarship course last 
year at Tayside Aviation and is 
now hoping to join the RAF and 
train to be a pilot.

“I was ecstatic when I heard I 
had won the trophy, it was most 
unexpected,” said Andrew. 
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PILOT PROjECT 
TAkES OFF

A group of Derby teenagers 
are being given flying 

lessons by crime reduction 
charity, Nacro, as part of an 
innovative new pilot project 
designed to re-engage young 
people who have dropped out 
of mainstream education.

Many of the 16 to 18-year-olds 
on the Nacro Air League Flying 
Scheme have achieved few or 
no qualifications and are not 
in education, employment or 
training (NEET). This project 
is designed to boost their 
confidence and skills through 
a more practical approach to 
learning. 

During the six week course, 
the group are learning to fly 
glider aircrafts at RAF Syerston, 
Nottinghamshire.  In addition 
to this, they take part in team 
building challenges, learn about 
the RAF and are taught basic 
literacy and numeracy skills. 
The aim is to help young people 
move on to further training or 
employment.

Seventeen-year-old Michael 
Freeman is one of the young 
people taking part. He says: 
“I left home at fifteen and 
ended up sleeping rough for 
a few months. I dropped out 

of school, so I didn’t get any 
qualifications. I was going 
through a really tough time 
and felt like I had no direction 
in life. Coming on this course 
has just been amazing, it’s 
been so much better than I was 
expecting. I really enjoy the 
physical aspects of the course, 
as I’m quite an active guy. Flying 
the glider over Belvoir Castle 
was the best thing I’ve ever 
done in my life. I feel much 
more positive about the future 
now and I’m determined to get 
a job when I finish here.” 

Nacro Training Organiser Thom 
Young is running the project. 
He says: “Gliding is something 
many of the young people will 
not have experienced before 
so the project provides an 
opportunity to do something 
different and interesting. If this 
pilot goes well, Nacro will look 
at rolling the scheme out in 
other parts of the country. 

“Both Nacro and the Air League 
have successful track records 
in engaging with young 
people and by combining our 
skills we can create excellent 
opportunities for them. We 
feel confident that this will 
provide huge benefits to the 
young people taking part and 
to the general public though 
the positive contributions these 
young people can and will 
make to society.”
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Rachel Aims High

C dt Sgt Rachel Henwood from 
1953 (Knaresborough) Sqn 

has been successful in gaining 
a prestigious Army Sixth Form 
Scholarship.

Each year hundreds of applicants 
compete for the highly competitive 
Scholarships that are primarily 
awarded to those of the highest 
academic ability and who show 
outstanding leadership potential. 
In addition to on-going training, 
the Scholarship guarantees Rachel’s 
acceptance into The Royal Military 
Academy, Sandhurst. 

After months of interviews, boards 
and medical tests, Rachel was 
invited to take part in a final two-
day selection board that included 
tests of fitness, aptitude, leadership, 
teamwork and intelligence as well 
as interviews, command tasks, 
medicals and planning exercises. 

Rachel said: “The competition was 
so high and getting through to the 
final stage is a massive achievement 
in itself. I’ve always wanted to 
become an Army Air Corps pilot 
and now with the scholarship I have 
the guaranteed support to do so. 

“I wouldn’t, however, have got 
this opportunity if it wasn’t for the 
ATC. I’ve taken part in so many 
activities and been given so many 
experiences that have developed 
my personality and attitude. 

“It’s still such an amazing feeling 
knowing that I already have this 
support to do what I love and that 
they feel that I’m capable enough 
to do it. It still hasn’t all sunk in!” 

So Motivated! 

F our members of staff from 
Durham and Northumberland 

Wing put down their razors and 
spent  November with moustaches 
grown in aid of Prostate Cancer 
Research. 

The four , Flt Lt John Sheedy, FS 
J-P Fidrmuc, Sgt Chris Lumsdale 
and CI Simon Gaffney, have raised 
more than £200 for the Movember 
Campaign.

“It was worth the embarrassment,” 
said CI Gaffney of 1114 (Gosforth) 
Sqn. “It was a struggle to keep 
smiling throughout the whole 
ordeal, but hopefully it will help 
the national effort in the fight 
against Prostate Cancer.”

Awards

M ore than 35 Thames Valley 
Wing cadets, staff and 

Civilian Committee members have 
been honoured at a glittering 
ceremony organised by Thames 
Valley Wing. 

The awards were held at Edward 
Brooks Barracks with AVM Jon 
Lamonte who is currently serving 
as Chief of Staff Strategy, Policy and 
Plans at Air Command at RAF High 
Wycombe presenting the national 
awards. 

Amongst the haul of awards 
were Commandant Air Cadets’ 
Commendations, Regional 
Commandant South-West Region 
Certificates of Merit, Cadet Forces’ 
Medals and Clasps.

Wing spokesman, Sqn Ldr 
Leader Mark Trevena, said: “We 
congratulate all of the recipients on 
their awards. 

“They have all worked quietly 
and tirelessly, displaying endless 
commitment and dedication to 
the ATC. 

“They are an inspiration to us all; 
not only in Thames Valley Wing, but 
also for his local work with the local 
community.”
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After damp weather at the 
beginning of the day, the 
cadets played in sunny, if windy, 
conditions as they progressed 
towards the finals.  

The Soccer final was between 
Wales & West and London & 
South East Regions with W&W 
coming out on top.  

Their captain, Cdt Tom Kelly 
from 1378 (Mold) Sqn, said: “It’s 
a great honour to be appointed 
captain of the Region and the 
whole team has played well.  

The competition was tough 
and the team was challenged in 
every game.”

 On the hockey pitch, C&E Region 
did not lose a contest all day, 
winning three of their games 
and drawing the other two.  

The team Captain was 2484 
(Bassingbourn) Sqn’s Cpl Evie 
Kyprianou who led her team to 
victory beating Wales & West 
into second place.  

C&E Region Sports Officer, Sqn 
Ldr Wendy Truman, said: “It was 
a delight to work with these girls 
today.  

“They really did not need much 
motivation as they created 
their own team spirit and 
camaraderie.  They provided not 
only inspiration for each other 
but a great start to the season 
for C&E Region. 

“The girls 
deserve 
their well 
earned 
victory, 
they 
have had 
to work 
hard for 
it against 
some 
very good 
teams.” 

New Unit Takes Off

O ver the past three years 
cadets and staff in Totton 

have been operating as 2495 
(Totton) Detached Flight. But 
that all changed recently when 
the Hampshire based unit finally 
became a fully fledged ATC 
squadron. 

Led by Commanding Officer, Fg 
Off Gary Harding, and backed by 
the hard work of his staff  and 
cadets, the unit has witnessed a 
dramatic turnaround to become 
2498 (Totton) Sqn. 

The unit, which had been part 
of the successful 424 (City of 
Southampton) Sqn, became 
the latest to be added to the 
ATC’ 1,000-plus list of thriving 
squadrons at the end of 2009. 

Fg Off Harding said: “It’s a proud 
feeling taking the new squadron 
forward but it would not have 
been possible without the 
fantastic hard working efforts of 
the staff team and the cadets.” 

Despite now running a successful 
squadron, the road hasn’t always 
been so smooth for Fg Off Harding 
and his team. 

He said: “There were certainly 
some rocky moments along the 
way. At the end of June 2006 we 
had just three cadets, but in just 
three and a half years that has 
risen dramatically to 40, along 
with four new members of staff. 

“We are all now looking forward 
to a bright new future and being 
able to offer the young people 
of the community somewhere 
they can meet with like minded 
young people who have interests 
in aviation and the many other 
activities on offer.” 

Flying Start

C entral and East Yorkshire 
Wing cadets are clocking 

up the miles as their Wing road 
marching programme gets off to a 
flying start.  

More than 100 cadets attended 
an introductory event  at Eden 
Camp, near Malton.  After a short 
presentation about road marching 
both staff and cadets set off on 
a 14 km march along the lanes 
and through the villages behind 
the camp.  

The training programme continues 
through winter months and into 
spring, culminating in what is 
hoped to be a large Wing presence 
at the RAF two-day marches at 
DCAE Cosford in April. 

Those cadets successfully 
completing the Cosford marches 
will be eligible for selection to 
represent the Wing at  Nijmegen 
in July.

SPORTS CADETS OF 
THE YEAR NAMED
T he 2008/2009 ATC Sports Cadets 

of the Year have been named, with 
one cadet picking up the female trophy 
for the second time in three years. 

Cdt FS Liz Tunley of 2313 (The 
Chalfonts) Sqn in Herts & Bucks Wing 
regained the 550 Sqn Association 
Trophy that she previously won in 
2006/2007, with CWO Joseph Linnecar 
from 384 (Mansfield) Sqn scooping 
the male trophy. 

2009 was a great year for CWO Linnecar after 
he was also awarded the Lord Lieutenant’s 
Cadet for the Nottinghamshire area. 

Both cadets are 
part of Central 
& East Region 
ATC. The regional 
Sports Officer, 
Sqn Ldr Truman 
said: “I have to say that they are both worthy 
winners given the efforts they both made 
last year - it was hard for anyone else to even 
match them.”

For Cdt Flt Sgt Tunley it was yet another 
achievement in what has been a glittering 
sporting career with the ACO so far.  

OC 2313 (The Chalfonts) Sqn, Flt Lt Richard 
Betts, said: “We are all extremely proud of Flt 
Sgt Tunley’s sporting achievements over the 
last year. 

“Competition for the Sports Cadet of the Year 
trophy is getting increasingly tough and it is 
a credit to her dedication to the ACO that she 
has won the trophy for the second time since 
joining in 2006”.

GREAT START TO NEW SEASON
T he ATC’s 2009/2010 sports season got off to a 

strong start at DCAE Cosford with two first time 
captains guiding their teams to victory in the Inter 
Region Junior Hockey and Soccer competitions.

Im
ages: Philip Jones



New Year Honours

T he 2010 New Year Honours list has been 
revealed and the ACO is delighted to announce 

that Flt Lt Leslie McCammont, Glasgow & West 
Scotland Wing has been awarded an MBE (Member 
of the Order of the British Empire). 

Flt Lt McCammont has been recognised for the 
outstanding determination and enthusiasm that 
he has given to the ACO over the last 39 years with 
1138 (Ardrossan) Sqn. His wealth of experience, 
coupled with his unstinting zeal and energy, has 
contributed largely to the success of cadets at Wing, 
Regional and Corps level in all sports. 

Under his direction, as squadron Award 
Scheme Co-ordinator, he has given cadets the 

encouragement to undertake and succeed in the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s awards and beyond. 

He resides in Ayrshire and is the current OC 1138 
(Ardossan) Sqn. In addition, long-time supporter of 
the ACO Sir Michael Marshall CB DL was knighted 
in the New Year’s Honours List, for his services to 
business, charity and the local community. 

Chairman and Chief Executive of Marshall 
Aerospace, Sir Michael was Chairman of the Civilian 
Committee on the National Air Cadets Council and 
President of The Air League from 2004 until 2009.  

He has been Chairman of the City of Cambridge Sqn 
of the ATC since 1975. 
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T he results of the 2009 AIR CADET 
Photographic Competition are in. To find 

out if you are one of the lucky winners please 
read the article below. 

It has been another year full of breathtaking 
photography, inspiring moments and great 
media achievements in the ACO. Once 
again our fantastic cadets and 

volunteers have been able to capture these 
moments when our three busy photographers 
have been on location elsewhere. 

In a bid to recognise these superb efforts we 
held the tenth annual AIR CADET Photographic 
Competition. This year we upped the ante, with 
three categories instead of the original two. 

Once again we had more entries than ever, 
with more than 50 cadets and volunteers 
submitting images by post or electronically. 

Congratulations to the winners of each 
category and to all of those that submitted an 
entry. Trophies will be distributed in the New 
Year via HQ Air Cadets.

Category 2 - “Aircraft” 

A single photograph of an aircraft. 
The ‘Aircraft’ category was judged by 
photographer Geoffrey Lee. 

Geoffrey is one of the worlds leading 
international air-to air photographers 
based in the United Kingdom. 

His acclaimed images have appeared 
on the front cover of all major world 
Defence and Aerospace magazines, 
and have featured in many television 
documentaries.

Runner-up - “REFLECTION”

Taken by Pilot Officer Mulkerrng of 2284 
(Dunblane) Sqn.

Winner - “SHUTTLEWORTH MOON”

Taken by Cadet Bart Williams of 863 
(Thurston) Sqn.

2009 PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION THE RESuLT

Category 1 - 
“The Aco And Its People”

A single photograph where 
the main subject is a cadet or 
member of adult staff. (This 
category was judged by the 
three ACO Photographers, 
with the final decision going 
to the Media & 
Communications 
department – HQAC). 

Runner-up -  
“FLyINg SMILE”

Taken by Flt Lt 
Neil Banks of 249 
(Hailsham) Sqn.

Winner -  
“ON THE TARMAC”

Taken by RAF Valley 
Photographic team.

Category 3 - 
“Education, Education, Education …”

A new class sponsored by the CVQO team, 
who run the BTEC programme. The aim 
was to find the best image relating to 
training and education. 

Runner-up - “MUSICAL REFLECTION” 

Taken by Wg Cmdr Chris Morrell – image 
of Cadet Jodie Cottis of 1312 (Southend on 
Sea) Sqn.

Winner - “PICK-UP A PENgUIN”

Unfortunately we have been unable to 
track down the name of the person who 
submitted this entry. *Please contact the 
department or alternatively your Wing/
Region MCO if you are the lucky winner.

Thames Valley  
Stalwart Receives MBE

S qn Ldr Stephen New, Deputy Wg Cdr 
for Thames Valley Wing ATC, has been 

presented with an MBE by HRH Prince of Wales at 
Buckingham Palace. 

Sqn Ldr New’s state award was promulgated in 
the queen’s Birthday Honours List. Although 
he has served the Corps for some 34 years he 
is still incredibly active managing 6 squadrons 
in the West of Thames Valley Wing and has also 
voluntarily undertaken a number of other key 
initiatives in support of the Wing. 

These include taking on the role of Wing 
Bandmaster, resurrecting the annual Wing 
Dinner and, for the last 4 years, has acted as the 
Nijmegen Wing Team Manager and organised the 
selection and administration of the Thames Valley 
Wing Team all of which successfully completed 
the course. 

He has also 
been a highly 
successful 
Wing Flying 
and Gliding 
Liaison Officer, 
building 
exceptional 
working 
relationships with both 
612 VGS (VGS) based at 
Dalton Barracks, Abingdon and 6 Air Experience 
Flight based at RAF Benson. 

Through his hard work Air Cadets in the Thames 
Valley have achieved many flying opportunities 
which have led in turn to record numbers of 
Flying Scholarships and Gliding Scholarships..

A Wing spokesperson said  “We are incredibly  
proud of the award of an MBE to Sqn Ldr New - he 
is an inspiration to not only every single  cadet 
and staff member Wing-wide but also to the 
wider community.” 
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‘OuTSTANDING’ CONTRIBuTION RECOGNISED

C ommandant Air Cadets, Air Cdre Ian Stewart, 
and the Mayor of Cambridge, Councillor Russ 

McPherson, have presented the annual awards at 104 
(City of Cambridge) Sqn. 

A large audience of invited guests watched as the 
cadets collected their prizes at the ceremony hosted 
by Marshall of Cambridge. During the evening, Air 
Cdre Ian Stewart presented Sir Michael Marshall with 
the Commandant of the Air Cadets’ commendation 
for Marshall’s outstanding contribution to the RAF 
and Air Cadets. 

The close association between the company and Air 
Cadets dates back 70 years with the formation of 
104 Sqn by the then Mayor of Cambridge, the OC 
Cambridge UAS and the late Sir Arthur Marshall of 
Marshall of Cambridge.

Air Cdre Stewart said: “It was a pleasure to present my 
commendation to Mr Marshall in recognition of such 
strong links for so many years. The current generation 
of Air Cadets received their awards with as much 
pride as the first cadets must have done all those 
years ago. I wish both the squadron and Marshall of 
Cambridge every success for the future.” 

New Challenge

C adets from 1188 (Coalville) 
Sqn are taking on a new 

challenge this year – helping to 
restore an Auster light aircraft.

Once restored, the aircraft, which 
were first produced 70 years 
ago in Leicestershire, will form 
part of a new display at Snibston 
Discovery Park Museum in 
Coalville. Squadron boss, Fg Off 
Rebekah Harrison, said: “I think 
this is a great opportunity for 
the cadets to get some hands on 
knowledge of aircraft. It is also 
very timely as our squadron will 
also be 70 years old next year.”

Remembrance

H undreds of people 
lined the streets of 

Nuneaton as the Band 
of 121 {Nuneaton) Sqn 
led the town’s annual 

Remembrance Day parade 
from the Town Hall to the 

Riversley Park War Memorial 
for the civic service of 

Remembrance.

This year’s service took on an 
extra meaning following the 
deaths of Fusilier Louis Carter, 
from Nuneaton, and Sgt Simon 
Valentine, from Bedworth, who 
were killed within 24 hours of each 
other while serving with the 2nd 
Battalion of the Royal Regiment of 
Fusiliers in Afghanistan.

An honour guard formed by Army 
and Air cadets and commanded 
by 121 Sqn’s WO Jim Taylor, 
stood in silent vigil at the War 
Memorial during the wreath laying 
ceremony, which was led by the 
Mayor of Nuneaton and Bedworth 
and other civic leaders, Service 
representatives and members of 
ex-Service organisations. Parade 
marshal, ex Royal Marine, Jesse 
Owen, said, “We were so pleased 
to see so many young people at 
the service, including those from 
the Cadet Forces and I want to say 
that it was a pleasure to march 
behind the Air Cadet Band, once 
again they did an excellent job.”

In The Bag

C adets from 1374 (East Barnet) 
Sqn spent the busy pre-

Christmas shopping week helping 
pack customers’ shopping bags 
and raised an amazing £3,120.  

The money, collected at a local 
branch of Waitrose, will be split 
between squadron funds and the 
cadets’ chosen charities, Help for 
Heroes and the RAF Benevolent 
Fund. 

“The week of hard work by 
our cadets has provided an 
exceptional result,” said Sqn 
Ldr Malcolm Wood.  “We rely on 
subscriptions and opportunities 
such as this to fund the widest 
possible range of cadet activities.”

Commandant Air Cadets presents his commendation to Sir Michael Marshall 
Mayor of Cambridge, Cllr Russ McPherson, with cadets, Images: SAC Craig Hunter
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Last year the trial and subsequent coaching 
sessions were hosted by 1053 (Armthorpe) Sqn 
under the watchful eye of the Corps Air Rifle 
Development team with a view to selection for 
the British Junior Development Squad (under 
21). Someone has to represent Great Britain at 
this new discipline – why not Air Cadets?

Over several years 12 cadets from the Corps 
have been selected to represent their country 
culminating in the Junior International match 
which is held at the Lord Roberts Centre, Bisley 
in August each year, competing against teams 
from America, Denmark, Finland, Germany, 
Republic of Ireland and South Africa but to 
name a few.  

The first day of the International competition is 
taken up with training on the electronic target 
system which is a new experience for the Corps 
shooters. What’s more, during the day the 
Junior squad often have the opportunity to 
mingle with members of the current GB Senior 
team who are normally at Bisley at the same 
time conducting their final preparation prior to 
heading off to the World Championships.

During the week shooters from the Corps take 
on not only international competitors but also 
the very best air rifle shooters from across the 
length and breadth of the country, including 
Civilian Club shooters and a large contingent 
from the Scout organisation.  

A daunting task to undertake, standing 
shoulder to shoulder with Junior Internationals 
who are in some cases much older and more 
experienced. 

That said, the Corps has produced some 
exceptional results including furnishing 
the complete GB ‘A’ team for a postal 
international match against South Africa 
and being dominant in the British (Sporter) 
Junior Individual Championship two years in 
succession.    

Champion

Sarah Brown from 1265 (Horncastle) Sqn won 
the inaugural GB (Sporter) Junior Individual 
Championship in 2008 setting a GB record 
of 540 out of a highest possible score of 600 
points. 

Last year Jack Chambers from 1237 (North 
Hykeham) Sqn became the 2009 GB (Sporter) 
Junior Individual Champion setting a new 
British record of 546 points.     

Having now established ourselves on the 
international air rifle stage, the Corps is now 
looking forward to a long association at this 
level with hopefully the 14 and 15-year-old 
cadets of today being the Olympians of the 
future where the Standing discipline at 10 
metres is included.  

After all, where else except within the 
uniformed Cadet groups would you find very 
large numbers of young people keen on target 
shooting with a proficient coaching network 
already in place!  

The future of air rifle shooting within the Corps 
looks bright!

T he Sporter discipline was developed in 
the United States, where now around 

40,000 young shooters are taking part.  This 
was quickly followed by the South African 
schools who adopted the scheme eight years 
ago and now have more than 3,000 young 
shooters participating in the sport.  

The main event in the USA and South Africa 
is the three positional (prone, kneeling and 
standing) application, but separate events are 
also held for the standing position only.  

Shooting is normally from the greater 
competition distance of 10-metres. Three 
positional air rifle shooting was introduced into 
the ACO in November 1999 with the first range 
being set-up within Trent Wing.  

Affordable

The great strength of the Sporter discipline 
is affordability; the only equipment that a 
participant needs is an approved air rifle, sling, 
glove, shooting mat and a kneeling roll.  All 
of this can be bought new for as little as £500 
depending on the type of air rifle chosen.  
Once you have your equipment in place, it is 
then just a question of pure skill and ability.  

Sporter class air rifles are ·177in (4.5mm) 
calibre whose muzzle velocity permits Kinetic 
Energy to no greater than 12 ft/lb, the total 
weight of the rifle with sights and attachments 
(sling not included) may not be more than 
3.5 kg (7.5lb) and the trigger must support a 
weight of at least 500 grams.  The rifle is fitted 
with inexpensive diopter sights and no other 
specialist shooting clothing or footwear is 
permitted with the exception of a glove.  

Air Rifles are not available through the normal 
Service procurement channels, so those used 
on authorised ranges are normally locally 
procured by various funds.

With the aim of encouraging standardisation, 
HQAC approached BSA Guns (UK) Ltd to 
provide the Corps with a choice of suitable air 
rifles at discounted prices.  

Further discussions with BSA Guns (UK) Ltd 
to provide the Corps with a reasonably priced 
Sporter air rifle that can be used at the unit 
range and then taken onto the international 
stage without alteration resulted in the 
introduction of the customised Scorpion 
model. 

It has a reduced muzzle velocity of 6 ft/lb, 
Diopter combination sighting system, match-
accurate barrel, simple single shot bolt-action, 
adjustable two stage trigger mechanism and 
an uncomplicated charging system using the 
approved Hills compressor pump. The Scorpion 
air rifle and accessories are available through 
the BSA discounted scheme.  Units should 
order direct from BSA Guns (UK) Ltd using the 
Corps order proforma that is posted on the 
Bader system. 

Talent Spotting

The lack of a Corps-wide competition was a 
significant gap in air rifle shooting, therefore, 
three positional and two positional (prone 
and kneeling) competitions were introduced 
in January 2002. The competitions, now  run 
annually under NSRA rules, are open to all 
units that have access to any of the 116 HQAC 
authorised 5.5-metre air rifle ranges.  

Throughout the five separate rounds of the 
competition, talent spotting takes place with 
those promising firers being invited to take 
part in a Corps trial normally held in March or 
April each year.  

W ould you like to represent your country in a new sport designed 
especially for enthusiastic young shooters? How about competing in 

a prestigious International event at Bisley, the home of shooting, or perhaps 
you’d rather just like to take part in a new sport that puts safe, affordable 
and enjoyable shooting at the very top of its priorities list? Welcome to 
Sporter Air Rifle, the shooting discipline that gives you all of these - and 
much, much more!  

Range Construction

A ir Rifle ranges are inexpensive and 
easy to construct and maintain.  

They also provide a good alternative 
to Rimfire ranges as well as being an 
ideal weapon for the introduction and 
development of the basic skills which are 
transferable to other types of shooting.  

The recognised competition distance for 
air rifle shooting is 5·5 metres (six yards) 
and 10 metres.  To achieve shooting from 
10 metres the range is to be 12 metres 
in length to allow for the introduction of 
raised firing plinths.  

The vast majority of our unit Hqs are 
suitable to accommodate a 5.5-metre 
two-lane range.

The project will require an on-site survey 
to be conducted by HqAC Logs 2 and 
in turn agreement from the area RFCA 
before carrying out the work on a self-
help basis.  

The cost of building a two lane air rifle 
range is estimated to be in the region of 
£250 for the basic materials including 
approved pellet catchers and hessian 
both available from Hq AC.  

A grant for construction materials not 
exceeding £200 is available through the 
Org Branch upon completion.  

The range is to be constructed in 
accordance with the standardised 
design that is approved by the Technical 
Advisory Section (TAS) Royal Engineers 
(RE) in union with the NSRA.  

Upon receipt of Annex A to ACTI 41 of 
ACP 20A, Hq AC Logs 2 will provide 
specialist advice and plans to units 
including three positional ranges.

All shooting in the ACO is strictly supervised.

A SHOT AT GLORY
By Sqn Ldr Dave Simpson
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A career in the Royal Air Force Logistics 
Branch is challenging and exciting. 

Working as  part of the RAF team, a Logistics 
Officer manages the whole supply chain, 
including being responsible for organising 
airlifts of equipment and personnel 
worldwide.  

The Logistics Branch also ensures that 
everyone in the RAF is fed and watered by 
delivering catering and hospitality services, 
both in the UK and overseas.  In this issue of 
AIR CADET, we talk to ex-Air Cadet Flt Lt Tom 
Cousins about his experience as a Logistics 
Officer in the RAF. 

A lover of all things aviation and an Air Cadet 
at school, it came as no surprise to Tom’s family 
and friends when he opted for a military career 
and joined the RAF aged 19.  

He reflects “I had always been interested in 
military aircraft and often went to air shows 
with my dad, so when I was old enough, at 
13, to join the Air Cadets, I went along to 414 
(Epping) Sqn.  

“The Air Cadet experience was great for 
developing basic military knowledge, meeting 
like-minded people and learning how to work 
as part of a team.  

“I also completed my Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
Award with the ATC, and really enjoyed the 
outdoors side of squadron activities, which is 
part of everyday life in the RAF.”

After successfully completing his A-levels, Tom 
was recommended to attend the RAF Officers 
and Aircrew Selection Centre (OASC) at the 
RAF College Cranwell in Lincolnshire.  Having 
researched his options, Tom felt the Logistics 
Branch was interesting and diverse, and would 
offer him early command and leadership 
opportunities.  

He explains “The Logistics Branch seemed to 
offer lots of opportunity for me to develop 
my leadership skills and gain good career 
experience from a range of possible postings 
and roles.  Having successfully passed through 
OASC and Initial Officer Training, I completed 
Logistics Officer Training and since then have 
experienced many different aspects of the 
Branch.”

Tom’s postings so far have included RAF 
Boulmer in Northumberland, Basra Air Station 
in Iraq and his current post at RAF Halton in 
Buckinghamshire.  

Each post has given him a different 
perspective on the role of a Logistics Officer 
and he says “At RAF Boulmer I was Officer 
Commanding (OC) Mechanical Transport 
Flight and Contract Monitoring Team which 
involved leading a mix of military personnel 
and civilian staff during a period of process 
improvement changes. In 2007 I spent a 
month in Canada as the Deployed Supply 
Group Commander.  This detachment gave me 
a huge insight into deployed logistics, as well 
as an opportunity to consolidate the supply 
knowledge that I had developed during my 
training. I left RAF Boulmer to deploy to Iraq 
as OC Supply and Mechanical Transport Flight 
and was able to transfer some of the skills that 
I had picked up to good effect. “

In addition to his detachments to Iraq and 
Canada, Tom has also spent time in Kuwait, 
the USA, the Netherlands, Germany and Wales 
for a variety of training exercises, adventure 
training courses and work-related trips. 

Tom’s current position is an out-of-branch 
posting which involves overseeing the training 
and graduation parades for new recruits 
joining the RAF.   He is also keeping up his 
links with the Air Cadets and has volunteered 
to become RAF Halton’s Air Cadet Liaison 
Officer, which involves planning all the 
activities run for the Air Cadets at his base.  

In conclusion, Tom offers some words of 
advice to anyone considering a career in the 
RAF “I would most definitely recommend a 
career in the RAF Logistics Branch because it is 
a fantastically varied and rewarding way of life. 
Whether you are in the Air Cadets or the RAF, I 
would always recommend that you volunteer 
for all courses and detachments, thus ensuring 
that you have a varied, exciting and rewarding 
career.”

Fact File
Pay after one year: 
£29,000.

Joining age: 
17.5 – 36.

Category: 
Officers.

Usual service: 
6 years initially.

Open to: 
Men or women.

Qualifications you need: 
2 A-levels or 3 Highers, or equivalent, plus 5 GCSEs/
SCEs at Grade C/3 minimum, or equivalent, 
including English language and maths.

Qualifications you can gain: 
Professional qualifications; degree or Masters 
degree.

Nationality: 
Citizen of the UK or the Republic of Ireland, or a 
Commonwealth citizen since birth.

Sponsorship
The RAF may be able to invest in your future by 
funding your studies until you’re ready to start 
training as a Logistics Officer. You can qualify for a 
Sixth Form Scholarship of up to £1,000. You can also 
apply for a University Bursary to a maximum value 
of £6,000 while you study for your degree.

The RAF also offers a special sixth form education for 
future Logistics Officers. You’ll live and study at the 
Defence Sixth Form College near Loughborough. 

There you’ll do your A-levels and take part in a full 
range of sporting, social and leadership activities 
that will prepare you for life as an RAF officer. What’s 
more, a place at the College is usually available at 
little or no cost to your parents. 

You can also qualify for sponsorship of a minimum 
of £4,000 per academic year through the Defence 
Technical Undergraduate Scheme (DTUS) if you’re 
studying logistics or a related subject at the 
universities of Aston, Birmingham, Cambridge, 
Loughborough, Newcastle upon Tyne, Northumbria, 
Oxford or Southampton. 

Want To Join?
The RAF is currently recruiting for a range of jobs;  for 
further information call 0845 605 5555 or visit raf.
mod.uk/careers  

Or, if you’re not old enough to sign up yet, but 
want to keep ahead of the game, join Altitude, the 
exclusive club for 13 to 17 year-olds who want to get 
closer to RAF action. 

It’s free to join and you’ll receive a great welcome 
pack and a regular copy of Altitude magazine 
– packed full with news, features, stunning 
photography and stories from the RAF.  

Simply register online at  www.raf.mod.uk/altitude

jOIN THE RAF ADVENTuRE
With A Career In Logistics

Dig This! 

T he Cadet Forces are 
celebrating their 150th 

Anniversary this year and, as part 
of the celebrations, have joined 
forces with the Woodland Trust. 

Over the course of the year, the 
Woodland Trust, the UK’s leading 
woodland conservation charity, will 
offer a series of events for cadets. 
In addition, the Trust would like 
to offer all cadets the chance to 
plant trees as part of the Cadet150 
celebrations. 

This forms part of the Tree For All 
campaign during which the Trust 
aims to plant at least 12 major 
new areas of woodland with the 
help of cadets, each composed 
of thousands of trees. Cadets can 
register for a free tree pack for 
delivery this Spring.  Each pack 
contains 30 trees (enough for a 
small copse or short length of 
hedge) to plant in your local area, 
whether it be where you meet 
or somewhere else in your local 
community that might benefit 
from some trees. 

For more information, please email 
the Woodland Trust at cadets@
treeforall.org.uk

Hard Work Rewarded

C dt Oliver Martin from 1066 
(Hitchin) Sqn is flying high 

with a flight in a Hawk as a 
reward for his hard work and 
commitment to his squadron.

Sixteen-year-old Oliver enjoyed 
a 45-minute flight at Boscombe 
Down and afterwards he said: “This 
was an amazing experience and I 
am very lucky to have been chosen 
to enjoy such an exhilarating flight.  
I will never forget it.”

Squadron boss, Flt Lt Erica 
Vey, added: “This was a truly 
outstanding reward for Cdt Martin 
– who has worked very hard at 
1066 Sqn over the past couple of 
years. It proves that you get out of 
the ATC, what you put in.  He wants 
to be a pilot so I hope that this 
flight has inspired him further.”

R emembrance Sunday took 
on a more poignant air this 

year for the Corps’ premier band 
from 93 (City of Bath) Sqn.  

27 years after the battle for The 
Falklands , the band paraded 
on Stanley Seafront, while 
the Governor of the islands 
and various military and civic 
dignitaries laid their wreaths and 
paid their respects.  

The band, bolstered by guest 
musicians for this event from 
186 Newent Sqn, 2185 Wareham 
Sqn, 2385 Melksham Sqn, 1900 
Hayle Sqn, 2309 University 
of Plymouth Sqn and 130 
Bournemouth Sqn undertook 
a busy tour at the request of 
HqAC.  

As well as parading at Stanley 
seafront and the Cross of 
Sacrifice. The band played a 
concert at Stanley Community 
School for the local population.  
They also headlined the Stanley 
Royal British Legion annual 
dinner at Stanley Town Hall, 
entertaining 120 guests and 

helping to 
raise almost 
£4000 on the 
night. 

The band 
also enjoyed 
a day at 
RAF Mount 
Pleasant, 
where they 
met various 
tri-service 
units, 
learned 
about the 
current 
role of 
the British 
forces there and got up close 
and personal with some of the 
very latest equipment available, 
including a visit to HMS Clyde. 

They also spent a day as guests 
of the Roulement Infantry 
Company, honing their Skill at 
Arms and Fieldcraft skills.  All 
members also had a flight in 
either a C-130 Hercules, or a 
VC10 aircraft. The band were well 
received and made many new 

friends on the tour.  The local 
press Penguin News and 
SARTMA, the South Atlantic 
Media Group publicised the 
visit in advance generating 
lots of interest in the tour.  The 
musicians are all now home 
and working hard on their BTEC 
Music projects.

By Flying Officer Martin Ware 
Buglers image : Penguin News

SOuTH ATLANTIC TOuR FOR  
CORPS’ PREMIER MuSICIANS

First Aid 
Honours

A heart attack, severe 
burns, broken bones, 

an animal bite – it was all 
in a day’s work for cadets 
from 5F (Northampton) Sqn 
taking part in the prestigious 
Young Grand Prior First Aid 
Competition.

The annual event, held 
at Coton House in Rugby, 
saw ATC cadets competing 

against teams from the 
other Cadet Forces as well 
as schools and St John 
Ambulance Brigade. 

The Northampton team -  Cdt 
Sgt Ashleigh Travill, Cdt FS 
Luke Vanderhoeven, Cdt 
Sgt Jasmine Mason and Cdt 
Cpl Hayley Broadbent - who 
qualified for the competition 
after winning the National 
ATC First Aid Competition 
for the second year running 
in September, succeeded in 

finishing third in the inter-
Service competition, which 
encompasses teams from the 
Sea Cadet Corps, Army Cadet 
Force, ATC and CCF.

On the day, the cadets dealt 
with a series of demanding 
emergencies in front of a live 
audience. Heartbeat actor, 
Steven Blakely, presented 
the team with their bronze 
plaques.
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The Marshall Trophy 

A fter fighting off tough competition, it was 78 
(Wembley) Sqn that collected the Sir Arthur 

Marshall Trophy from Defence Minister Kevan Jones 
MP at the end of 2009.

The London based unit won the trophy after being 
deemed the most improved squadron in the Corps 
over a protracted period of time. 

The squadron was chosen after each of the 
Organisation’s six Regional Commandants 
submitted a 500 word citation for their nominated 
unit. Although winning the trophy is seen as a 
massive success, a nomination from your Regional 
Commandant is seen as an achievement in itself. 

On receiving the Sir Arthur Marshall Trophy, Flt Lt 
Shaun Parkes, OC 78 (Wembley) Sqn, said: “I am 
incredibly privileged to work with a dedicated 
group of staff members who work extremely hard 
to provide a diverse range of fantastic training and 
development opportunities for the young people 
of Wembley.”

The Lees Trophy & Morris Cup 

C adets from Chester and Swadlincote scooped 
two of the most coveted honours in the ATC. 

610 (Chester) Sqn won the Lees Trophy and in the 
process became the highest achieving squadron in 
the ATC for 2009. 

Also victorious was 1211 (Swadlincote) Sqn, 
after they collected the Morris Cup. The Cup 
was awarded to the squadron for their superb 
presentation in their quest to initially win the Lees 
Trophy. 

The inspection summary for 610 (Chester) 
Sqn, Wales & West Region, commended their 
excellent drill, cadet presentation, tight 
administration and good relationship with 
other organisations. 

And for 1211 (Swadlincote) Sqn 
of Central & East Region, the 
inspection summary praised 
their projects for recycling 
and overseas aid as well as 
their strong turnout, relaxed 
atmosphere and relationship 
with community groups.

The Lees Trophy is awarded to the 
squadron considered to be the best 
in terms of their achievements over 
the course of the previous year. 

Additionally the Morris Cup is won by the 
squadron that ranks highest in the presentation 
and performance element on the night of their Lees 
Trophy inspection.

After announcing this year’s winners, 
Commandant Air Cadets, Air Cdre 
Ian Stewart, said: “I inspected six 
excellent squadrons across the 
country and was impressed 
with the standard of  
them all. 

Each one was unique 
and offered outstanding 
activities to the Air Cadets.”

The Dacre Sword  
& Brooch 

S ince 1983 the Dacre Sword & Brooch have 
been awarded to the best male and female 

cadet in the ATC. 

Prior to that, the sword was initially awarded 
annually to the “ATC Cadet of the Year” between 

1979 and 1982. The brooch was created 
following the introduction of female 

cadets and officially presented to the 
ATC in 1982 by Mrs Elizabeth Dacre 

MBE TD JP, allowing male cadets 
to carry on competing for the 
sword.   

Since 1983, the Dacre Sword 
and the Dacre Brooch have 
been awarded annually, 
selection being based on 
the all-round performance of 

the cadets nominated by the 
Regional Commandants. Cadet 

WO Gethin Davies of 499 (Port 
Talbot) Sqn won this year’s Dacre 

Sword and CWO Charlotte Hunt 
scooped the Brooch. 

Both cadets were nominated by their 
Regional Commandant and epitomised the 

successful achievement of the aims of the ATC. 

The Foster &  
Currall Trophies

C dt Sgts James Pickup 
and James Moore of 

146 (Northwich) Sqn, East 
Cheshire & South Manchester 
Wing, picked up the Foster & 
Currall Trophies respectively. 

Cdt Sgt Pickup was awarded 
the Foster trophy for Best 

Academic performance in 
the ATC, while fellow 146 Sqn 

member Cdt Sgt Moore finished as 
Best Academic runner-up. 

Air Cdre Ian Stewart visited Northwich to present 
the trophies. 

After the presentations he commented: “I was 
delighted to award these two prestigious trophies 
to cadets from this impressive squadron. The 
cadets are a credit to the Corps and reflect the hard 
work put in by the dedicated volunteers of 146 
(Northwich) Sqn.”

The Kriegie Trophy 

T he Kriegie Trophy is awarded to the air cadet 
who, in the opinion of the Commandant and 

staff officers of CTC Frimley Park, was the best 
cadet who attended the Leadership courses in that 
particular year. 

The Trophy was awarded to the ATC in 1981 by the 
RAF Ex-Prisoners of War Association in memory of 
the late Gp Capt H M A “Wings” Day GC DSO OBE.

Sgt Tsetsegmaa Ganbold of 46F (Kensington) Sqn, 
London Wing, was the leading cadet on this year’s 
courses after she proved to have some of the most 
impressive leadership skills that staff at Frimley 
Park had seen. During the course, Tsetegmaa 
displayed enthusiasm and drive, and her leadership 
skills and personality helped her get the best from 
her cadet platoon in the field exercises.

Tsetegmaa is currently working towards her 
BTEC First Diploma in Public Services which, 
when completed, will give her a qualification the 
equivalent of 4 GCSEs A*-C.

The Shackleton Trophy 

F ulham’s 344 Sqn was awarded the coveted 
Shackleton Trophy last year. The trophy was 

awarded by the Shackleton Foundation to the 
ATC squadron which undertakes the best overseas 
expedition. 

Expedition “Blue Falcon”, which took place in April, 
last year, was a 14-day trip to the beautiful Asian 
island of Sri Lanka. 

The trip saw a team of 15 cadets and five members 
of staff taking part in a wide-range of physically 
challenging and fascinating cultural activities which 
included a three- day, 37-mile jungle Trek where 
the Cadets faced new wildlife, nature and survival 
techniques and a two-day Charitable Project in 
a developing community in need of support 
following financial deprivation from the Tsunami.

Inside the

TROPHY CABINET
2009 has been 
yet another great 
year for the ACO’s 
high achieving 
squadrons, cadets 
and volunteers. With 
a host of trophies on 
offer to the top units 
within both the ATC 
and CCF (RAF), the 
competition has been 
as high as ever. Below 
is a summary of who 
won what in 2009. 
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Oar-some!

C adets from 1002 (Ross-on-
Wye) Sqn can add kayaking 

to its list of activities – thanks to a 
generous donation.

Herefordshire Youth Opportunity 
Capital Fund gave the squadron 
more than £2,000 with which 
the unit has been able to buy 
two kayaks and a canoe plus the 
paddles and all the necessary 
safety equipment. Additional fund-
raising by the cadets themselves 
has funded the purchase of a 
third kayak and equipment. A 
squadron spokesman said: “In the 
past the cadets have had limited 
opportunities to try out kayaking.  
With the new equipment and 
qualified staff it is hoped that 
water sports will become a 
regular activity and could be used 
towards sections of their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme.”

Fund Raising

A ir cadets from Middlesex 
Wing have helped raise 

more than £2,000 for those 
Servicemen and women injured in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.

The cadets were taking part in 
Barnet Football Club’s fundraising 
day and were stationed around the 
football stadium collecting for Help 
for Heroes, providing a guard of 
honour to welcome the players on 
to the pitch and assisting the Royal 
British Legion. 

The League two club supported 
the event by donating tickets to 
cadets for its home game against 
Crewe Alexandra in the afternoon. 
The match followed a morning of 
organised fun, which included an 
eight-a-side football tournament, 
with music and marching from 
the cadets. 

Sisters’ Solo Success

A ir Cadet sisters, Cdt FS 
Gemma and Cpl Nicola 

Beardsley have achieved a rare 
double in obtaining their gliding 
wings.

Gemma, 17, and Nicola, 16, 
who are both members of 1315 
(Kidlington) Sqn completed a 
solo flight at Dalton Barracks, 
near Abingdon, with 612 VGS. On 
completing her flight Gemma said: 
“It was amazing to complete my 
solo flight as there was so much to 
learn during the course, the flying 
solo experience was awesome!”

Sqn Ldr Peter Mockeridge, OC 612 
VGS, said: “Our aim at 612 is to 
provide the best training possible 
for cadets of Thames Valley Wing.  
It’s great to see young people 
develop the confidence and skills 
to be able to fly solo. Gemma was 
our 100th solo flight last year, 
exceeding our total for 2008 which 
was a previous record year.”
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Religious Festivals
28 FEB 2010 -  HOLI -  HINDU

H oli marks the arrival of 
spring season. This festival 

commemorates a mythological 
event relating to Pralhad, a child 
devotee of Vishnu. 

On this day, Vishnu saved 
Pralhad from being burnt alive 
by Holika, a sister of demon 
Hiranyakashipu. On the night 
before Holi, huge bonfires (Holi 
= big Havan, the ancient ritual of 
worshipping through fire) are lit 
and models of Holika are burnt. 
Hence, this festival is known 
as Holi.

Farmers offer the new uprooted 
wheat, gram, sugarcane, etc 
and coconuts to the deity fire 
and  distribute that roasted 
food (Holak) to all of them as a 
blessed food (Prasad). At Holi, 
people take the opportunity to 
visit, greet and ask forgiveness of 
each other for wrong things. All 
say, “Bygone is bygone, forgive 
and forget”. The childhood 
tricks of Lord Krishna are also 
remembered by the devotees. 

On the following day called 
Dhuleti, people celebrate the 
arrival of Spring by showering 
coloured water and powder on 
each other. The processions, 
singing and dancing are 
observed everywhere as a sign 
of rejoicing . All Hindus celebrate 
Holi all over the world.     

 

26 FEB 2010 - MILAD-UN NABI 
(PROPHET’S BIRTHDAY) - 
MUSLIM

T he Prophet Muhammad 
was born in Mecca, close to 

the Red Sea, in what is now the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in the 
year 570 C.E.(Common Era). 

His birthday is celebrated on the 
12th day of the Muslim month of 
Rabi Al-Alwwal, which falls this 
year on the 26th February, in the 
year of 1431 AH of the Islamic 
calendar. 

Speeches are made about the 
Prophet’s life and teachings, 
but celebrations are subdued, 
because this is also traditionally 
the anniversary of the Prophet’s 
death. Food is distributed to the 
needy and prayers are said. As 
with other celebrations the exact 
date may vary by a day or so 
depending on the place and time 
of observing the new moon at 
the beginning of the month.

DR TANAJI ACHARyA, 
HINDU ADVISOR 

Much of the material on the 
Muslim festival is taken from 

the Lion Handbook ‘The World’s 
Religions’ published by Lion 

publishing, Oxford, 
2nd Edition 1996.
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Tribute For Jack

C entral and East Yorkshire 
Wing has paid a lasting 

tribute to Canon Jack Armstrong, 
their Wing Padre for many years, 
who died in 2007. 

At an historic and poignant 
service in All Saints Church, 
Pavement, York, an engraved 
slate was unveiled by his widow 
May and his son Andrew, 
accompanied by Wg Cdr Ray Kidd, 

Wing President and Wg Cdr Alan 
Wiggins, OC Wing.  The unveiling 
followed a tribute to Canon Jack 
by Sqn Ldr Brian Mennell. 

The cost of the plaque was borne 
by contributions from squadrons 
and individuals in the Wing with 
support from RAFA York Branch 
and the Air Crew Association. The 
plaque will be displayed on the 
walls of the 14th century church.  
Cadets from 110 and 2487 Sqns 
assisted in the service.

Obituary
FLT LT VIC REYNOLDS  
RAFVR(T) RETD

O ne of the founding 
fathers of radio 

communication in the 
ACO, Flt Lt Vic Reynolds 
passed away on 9th 
January, writes Sqn 
Ldr David Horsley, 
Secretary, Air Cadet 
Radiocommunications 
Committee.

Vic joined the ATC in the 
early 1950s as an instructor 
after serving in the RAF on 
206 Sqn as a Sgt Aircrew 
Signaller. 

Like many instructors in 
the ATC, Vic gave up many 
hours teaching cadets radio, 
firstly in Morse code and 
then in plain speech when 
the cadets were permitted 
that “luxury” some years 
later. 

Vic became the Senior 
controller for the 
“Bravo” network, which 
encompasses the western 
side of the United Kingdom 
with the callsign MRB01.

In April last year, Vic 
was presented with 
an AOC No22 Group’s 
commendation for his 
services to the ATC by 
Mr James Hawley, Lord 
Lieutenant of Staffordshire.  

Although Vic was 88 years 
old at that time he was 
given special dispensation 
by HqAC to don his 
RAFVR(T) uniform one 
more time to receive this 
thoroughly merited award.

Sadly, the end of an era in 
ATC Radiocommunications.

REMEMBRANCE
F ourteen-year-old Gemma 

Porter was one of more 
than 100 cadets who attended 
the  Bedworth Armistice Day 
parade. 

But for Gemma, the day had 
special signficance as she 
had been selected to carry 
the National Standard of the 
War Widows’ Association. 
Lucie Wilkinson from the War 
Widows’ Association had asked 
that Gemma, a cadet with 
121 (Nuneaton) Sqn, carry the 
Association’s National Standard 
during the parade and as 
such Gemma found herself 
representing the women of 
Britain who are all too often 
forgotten as victims of war.

Gemma is just one year younger 
than Lucie Wilkinson was when 
she had her life turned upside 
down by war and joined the 

Word War II Belgian resistance 
movement. Lucie became part 
of an elaborate network which 
was responsible for helping 10 
British airmen to evade capture 
and make their way across 
occupied Europe to Britain.

After the parade Lucie Wilkinson 
and the other members of 
the War Widows’ Association 
contingent thanked Gemma 
for the excellent way in which 
she had represented Britain’s 
War Widows by carrying the 
Association’s National Standard. 
The War Widows Association 
is essentially a group that 
exists to improve the 
conditions of War Widows 
and their dependants. 

It helps women 
who have suffered 
bereavement as a result 
of World War II and 
all conflicts since then 
including Iraq and more 
recently Afghanistan. 
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